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Certified products branded with the FSC certification mark allow 
responsible operations to differentiate themselves and commu-
nicate their commitment to good forest management practices. 
The FSC label provides a credible link between responsible 
production and consumption of forest products, enabling con-
sumers to make purchasing decisions that benefit people and 
the environment.

FSC is ideal for application to REDD-plus

FSC was founded to provide effective instruments against de-
forestation and degradation. The application of FSC standards 
and the value-added to forest products from certified operations 
has had a direct and permanent positive impact on FSC-certi-
fied forests and provides one of the solutions to the underlying 
causes of deforestation.

As an example, the average annual deforestation rate in an 
FSC certified forest concession between 2002 and 2007 was 
20 times lower than the deforestation rate within the neighbou-
ring protected areas where harvesting of wood and non-timber 
forest products is prohibited.    

Impact of FSC Certification on Deforestation and the Incidence of Wildfires in the 
Maya Biosphere Reserve, Rainforest Alliance, 2008

FSC’s engagement in climate change

FSC’s engagement in climate change goes back to the end of 
the 1990s when a Carbon Certification Workshop was held at 
the FSC General Assembly in 1999. At the 2008 FSC Gene-
ral Assembly, Policy Motion 43 was passed requesting the ex-
ploration of FSC’s engagement in forest carbon initiatives by a 
chamber-balanced working group. Based on this mandate, the 
Forest Carbon Working Group (FCWG) was established in July 
2009 to research and provide advice on relevant issues, and 
facilitate decision-making processes.

The FCWG met in September 2009 to identify and prioritize the 
issues and topics that will determine the FCWG’s strategy and 
activities. The FCWG will focus action on strategic planning re-
lated to (a) reviewing the FSC scheme to make FSC certification 
fully applicable in the context of forest climate protection without 
compromising system integrity; (b) developing tools and training 
modules to support social and southern stakeholders as well 
as smallholders; and (c) entering into strategic partnerships to 
confront issues that are outside the scope of FSC.
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FSC is a non-governmental, non-profit organization that 
promotes responsible management of the world‘s forests. 
FSC provides standard setting, trademark assurance and 
accreditation services to companies and organizations 
committed to responsible forestry. 

The FSC label facilitates socially and environmentally re-
sponsible purchasing decisions by assuring consumers 
that the source forests are managed to meet the social, 
economic and ecological needs of present and future 
generations. More than 117 million ha forest worldwide 
are certified in accordance with the FSC Principles and 
Criteria.
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