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A  SCOPE 
 
The FSC Certification Standard for Small Scale and Low Intensity Forest Management in Brazil is 
applicable to all properties in Brazil, according to SLIMF’s area and intensity specifications, for both 
native and planted forests. 
 
The eligibility criteria for Small Scale and Low Intensity Managed Forests (SLIMF) in Brazil are 
presented in the table below: 
 
Table 1 – Classification of Small Scale and Low Intensity Forest Management 

 

                                                      
1 PPA, according to Brazilian Forest Code (Law 4.771/65 replaced by Law n° 12.651 of May 25th 2012) means Protected 
Permanent Area, and is recognized by its environmental function of preserving water resources, landscape, geological 
stability, biodiversity, gene flow of fauna and flora, soil protection and ensure the well-being of human populations. 
2 LR or Legal Reserve is an area located within a rural property, dedicated to permanent preservation, necessary for the 
sustainable use of natural resources, conservation and rehabilitation of ecological processes, conservation of biodiversity 
and protection of native fauna and flora, according to the definition of the Forest Code (Law no. 4,771/1965 replaced by 
Law n° 12.651 of May 25th 2012). 

SLIMF 

CLASSIFICATION 
CRITERIA 

FOREST      

TYPE 
LIMITS COMMENTS 

Small-scale 
forestry 

operation 
Area 

Native forests in 
the Brazilian 
Amazon 

up to 1,000 ha of 
the total area of 
the FMU 

-This area should cover the 
whole of the Forest 
Management Unit. 

Forest 
Plantations In 
Brazil 

up to 480 ha of 
the total area of 
the FMU and up 
to 1000 ha total 
area including 
PPA1  and LR2 

-The 480 hectares equals the 
effective forest management 
area, however, the sum of the 
area with the PPA and the LR 
of the entire property may not 
exceed 1,000 ha.  

Low-intensity 
forestry 

operation 

-Harvesting 
Rate 
proportional to 
the average 
annual 
increment 
(AAI) for the 
total production 
area of the 
forest 
management 
unit (FMU). 

Native forests in 
the Brazilian 
Amazon 

- The collection 
index of the FMU 
is less than 20% 
of the average 
annual increment 
(AAI) 
- Forest harvest 
limit of a 
maximum of 
5,000 m3/year. 

-In cases where the 
calculations of average 
annual increment (AAI) are 
not available, other measures 
of growth  are accepted at the 
regional level to a certain 
type of forest may be used. 
 
-The intensity criterion 
applies mainly to the 
management of native forests 
and eventually to the 
management of plantations 
for the Non Timber Forest 
Products (NTFP) or other 
systems, such as the agro- 
silvi pastoral. 

Forest 
Plantations In 
Brazil 

-does not apply. 

SLIMF groups - 

Native forests in 
the Brazilian 
Amazon 

-There is no limit 
on the number of 
members in a  
SLIMF group  

- The limit of area or intensity 
is defined per group member. Forest 

Plantations In 
Brazil 
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Note 1: the forest producer may qualify as small or as low intensity according to the eligibility criteria 

of the FSC (SLIMF ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FSC-STD-01-003 (V1-0) EN), which contemplate the 

condition of the management area or the percentage of harvest intensity. In case of community 

management, the area eligibility criteria may be calculated by member. 

 

Note 2: The low intensity criteria does not apply to forest palntations in Brazil because the majority 

of small producers plant throughout the territory in one year, cutting in rotation age (usually 6 to 7 

years for energy and celululose and 12 to 15 years for sawmill). So, imposing limits in terms of 

intensity or volume to be cut wood, will cause the producer to maintain forests over the age of 

rotation age, what implies in economic losses for the producers. 

 

Rationale for the SLIMF area for forest management of Plantations in Brazil. 

Eligibility criteria qualify SLIMF properties by size of management intensity. According to FSC 

instructions this area may reach up to 100 hectares, but may be altered up to 1.000 hectares upon 

approval by the international council. Thus, FSC Brazil in consensus with the technical commission 

came to the conclusion that such 100 hectares do not include all small producers of planted forests, 

mainly due to the heterogeneity of Brazilian regions.  

 

Therefore, during meetings for discussions of this standard the area which would correspond to 

the majority of small producers of planted forest was also discussed. Also, under consensus, it was 

found that the maximum allowable size (1000 ha) was not consistent with the reality of the small 

producers, but with the medium-sized producers of planted forests in Brazil.  

 

A discussion around the definition of such value was then initiated. According to the participating 

companies, the value of 500 ha of effective planting would support 90% of planted forest producers 

participating in their support programs (partnerships). 

 

Upon analysis of the national legislation it may be verified that such heterogeneity is taken into 

account in the qualification of small farmers. Law no. 11,326/06 states that a farmer must have up 

to four fiscal modules in order to be qualified as a small family farmer, in addition to meeting other 

requirements. Thus, by applying this definition of area size used in agriculture for the forest 

management unit, a small forest producer shall have an area of up to four fiscal modules in order 

to qualify as such. Since the fiscal module in the country, due to regional characteristics, ranges 

from 20 to 120 ha, a producer is considered small when holding a maximum area of 480 ha of 

effective forest management. Permanent Preservation Areas (PPA) and Legal Reserves (LR) 

established in the national legislation in force are not included in this total. The sum of the areas of 
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effective management and permanent preservation and legal reserve areas may not exceed 1000 

ha (maximum limit for SLIMF worldwide), such values to be consistent with the national reality for 

the management of forest plantations. 

 
 
B EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
Approval date  
Publication date  
Effective date  

July 17th 2013  
July 30th 2013  
July 30th 2013  

 
 
C  REFERENCES 
 
• FSC-GUI-60-100 – Interpretation of the FSC Principles and Criteria for low scale and intensity 

operations; 

• FSC Standard for Management of Forest Plantations. 

• FSC-STD-60-002 V1-0 Structure and Content of National Forest Stewardship Standards  
   
• FSC-PRO-01-001 – The Development and Approval of the FSC Social and Environmental 
International Standards;  
  
• FSC-STD-01-001 – FSC Principles and Criteria for Forest Stewardship;   
  
• FSC-STD-20-003 V.2-1 – Local adaptation of generic Forest Stewardship Standards   
  
• FSC-STD-01-002 – FSC Glossary of terms.  
 
• FSC Certification Standards for Forest Management on Land in the Brazilian Amazon – final 

version;  

• Forest Certification Standards for the Amazon Forest on Land, with Specific Indicators for the 

Community Management of Small Forest Properties and SLIMF, version 5.0 (not approved by FSC 

International);  

• Smartwood Interim Guidelines for the Evaluation of the Management of Non-Timber Forest 

Products (NTFP) – August 2006 version 

• FSC Certification Standard for Small Scale and Low Intensity Forest Management in Native 

Forests in the Brazilian Amazon – version 4.0 (not approved by FSC International);  

• FSC Certification Standards of NTFPs in Atlantic Forest Remnants – version dated February 

2003 (not approved by FSC International);  

• FSC Standards for Forest Management and Exploitation of Natural Populations of Brazilian Nuts 

– version 4.0 (not approved by FSC International); 

• FSC Standard for the Management of Forest Plantations. 
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D  FSC NORMATIVE DOCUMENTS REPLACED BY THIS STANDARD 
 
FSC-STD-BRA-01-2010 Evaluation standard for Community Forestry Management and Small-
scale Producers in Brazil 
 
 
 
E     DOCUMENT REVIEW MECHANISMS 
 
This document, according to FSC's recommendations, shall be reviewed every five years, at which 
time it may be modified. Furthermore, all comments and suggestions regarding the document shall 
be organized together with local legislation changes, technological innovations or changes in the 
FSC P&C that might arise. 
 
 
 
 
1 – INTRODUCTION 
 
The present document has been prepared as a certification guide for small properties or low 
intensity management in natural forests and forest plantations in Brazil, according to the guidelines 
of the FSC under the SLIMF (Small and Low Intensity Managed Forests) policy. 
Initially, this standard was designed to meet the certification for forest management in small scale 
and low intensity in Native Forests in the Brazilian Amazon.  
 
In this region, the "small-scale and low intensity management forest operations " represent the 
enterprises managed by community associations in different contexts, such as residents of 
Extractive Reserves (RESEX) or national forests (FLONAS), agrarian reform settlements projects 
promoted by the Brazilian Government, indigenous peoples, management performed by 
quilombolas (Remnants of the Quilombos), and also smaller private properties or those with low 
intensity of exploration. Native forest management may be intended to the exploitation of both 
timber and non-timber forest products, according to the specification of the management plan.  
 
The initial document was prepared in 2004, and its first version was indeed approved on December 
1, 2010.  
 
In April, 2010, during a FSC Brazil’s board meeting, it was decided that the above mentioned 
document would be adapted to include small producers of forest plantations. 
 
This action was part of a joint effort by FSC Brazil, WWF-Brazil and the Federal University of 
Viçosa, and companies in the pulp, paper and packaging sectors, to develop a program for forest 
certification, based on the principles of the Forest Stewardship Council – FSC® for small producers 
in its forest partnership programs, among other small producers in family agriculture. 
 
FSC forest certification has been increasingly important in Brazil. There are 11 million hectares of 
forest plantations certified worldwide, 2.87 million (26%) of which are located in Brazil, representing 
51.83% of total forest plantations in the country. However, this area is concentrated on properties 
owned by only a few organizations. Until May 2010, 43 out of 51 management certificates issued 
for forest plantations in Brazil were for organizations holding areas larger than 5,000 hectares.  
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This concentration is due, in part, to the high cost (direct and indirect) of certification for forest 
management. Generally speaking, an organization holding 100 hectares has a significantly higher 
certification cost per hectare compared to one with an area of tens of thousands of hectares. As a 
result, there are a large number of uncertified small producers of forest plantations. 
 
Therefore, this project intended to build a more appropriate standard, one that would facilitate the 
access of small and medium-sized Brazilian forestry producers to the FSC Forest Certification 
process. 

 

 
2 – HISTORY OF THE STANDARD 
 
2.1 - Preparation of the Certification Guide for Small and Low Intensity Managed Native 

Forests (N) 

The first version of the document, which was intended exclusively for the certification of Small 

Properties or Low Intensity Management of Native Forests, was built in 9 stages, as follows: 

 Stage 1 – Preparation of version 1.0: Preparation of the initial document version 1.0 by 

an environmental consulting company; 

 Stage 2 – Workshop in Belém/PA: held on September 26 and 27, 2002, where version 

1.0 was revised and version 2.0 was consolidated; 

 Stage 3 – Workshop in Rio Branco/AC: held on November 13 and 14, 2002, and included 

the participation of 21 people representing community management from all over Brazil, which 

resulted in the elaboration of version 3.0; 

 Stage 4 – Workshop in Porto Velho/RO: held on February 26 and 27, 2004 and attended 

by representatives of community associations, non-governmental and governmental 

organizations, and leaders of indigenous peoples. At this stage, version 3.0 was discussed and 

version 4.0 was proposed; 

 Stage 5 – Adaptations for SLIMF: At this stage the document’s numbering order was 

changed, from version 4.0 to version 1.0 again, after the hiring of a consulting firm to adjust the 

Brazilian standards to the FSC International guidelines regarding the operation of SLIMF. During 

preparation of the new 1.0 version, the consulting firm was advised to query specialists in 

community management in the Brazilian Amazon; 

 Stage 6 – Workshop in Manaus/AM: held on August 18 and 19, 2004, when the 

classification of "Small Scale" and "Low Intensity" forest operations was discussed, in addition 

to the indicators present in version 1.0. Aside from discussions concerning the scale and 

intensity of management, there were also changes in the document’s indicators, giving rise to 

version 2.0; 

 Stage 7 – Field Test: performed in August 20 and 21, 2004, results have been 

systematized and reconsidered in version 3.0; 
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 Stage 8 – Public Consultation II: second public consultation with those interested in the 

SLIMF, however, no indicator level collaboration was suggested; 

 

 Stage 9 – Approval by FSC Brazil’s Board of Directors: evaluation and approval of the 

final version 4.0 of the Standard by FSC Brazil’s Board of Directors, in December 2004, then 

forwarded to the FSC IC for final assessment. 

 

In 2010, the referred standard was reviewed and, on December 1, 2010, its latest version was 

released, still regarding the Certification for Small Properties or Low Intensity Management of 

Native Forests. 

 

2.2 - Reformulation of the Standard for Insertion of Indicators Related to Small and Low 

Intensity Managed Planted Forests (P) 

The certification standard for forest management in small scale and low intensity in Native Forests 

in the Brazilian Amazon, published in 2010, went through a process of adaptation, which began in 

2011, so that the document would also apply to small producers of forest plantations. The steps 

for the reformulation of the document are described below. 

 Stage 1 - Benchmarking with the certifiers: preparation of a document arising from a 

Benchmarking process performed by accredited certification authorities in Brazil. In this process 

the interim standard checklists for each certification authority were verified, individually 

approved by the FSC, for inspection of the Management of Forest Plantations. This document 

served as a basis for the second stage of the process; 

 Stage 2 – Preparation of Version 1.0: two technical meetings were held in São Paulo. 

The first took place on September 22 and 23, 2011, when the document prepared in stage 1 

was discussed. Following this meeting a partnership between WWF, FSC Brazil and the Federal 

University de Viçosa (UFV) was established for the preparation of the first version of this 

standard (Version 0). This document was reviewed again by technical experts in the second 

technical meeting, held on November 21 and 22, 2011. Following suggestions of experts and 

researchers present at those meetings, "Version 1.0" of the standard was designed and then 

forwarded to Public Consultation in February 2012. 

 Stage 3 – Preparation of Version 2.0 after face-to-face and online public 

consultations: 

 

Face-to-face Public Consultations 

A total of 4 face-to-face public consultations were held from April 24 to May 10, 2012, aiming to 

collect information, suggestions and complaints, in addition to clarifying doubts about the FSC 
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Certification Standard for Forest Management on Small Scale and Low Intensity Forest 

Plantations. The main objective of those meetings was to involve major stakeholders in the 

process, namely the small and medium-sized producers of planted forests.  

 

Table 2 shows the date, time and number of attendants in each one of the 4 face-to-face public 

consultations held in Brazil for SLIMF standard of Forest Plantations. 

 

Table 2 – Information on Face-to-face Public Consultations 

 

 

 

Online Public Consultation 

The process of public consultation over the internet was active for two months (April and May), 

ending on May 31, 2012. A total of 8 general comments on the standard were obtained, and 86 

comments concerning specific standard indicators were obtained. All of such comments were 

analyzed by the technical commission and constitute the basis for the definition of the standard 

indicators. 

 

After the consolidation of the face-to-face and online public consultations, version 2.0 of the 

Standard was drafted. 

 Stage 4 – Preparation of Version 3.0: After the meeting with the technical teams 

responsible for the development of the standard (FSC Brazil, WWF Brazil and UFV) and FSC’s 

Standards Development Committee, all suggestions made in the public consultations described 

in the previous item were assessed and version 3.0 of the SLIMF Standard was developed, 

including final considerations regarding each assessed Principle, Criterion and Indicator. This 

version is presented for approval by FSC International. 

 

Location Date 
Number of 

participants 
Duration  

Telêmaco Borba – PR, SESI - Av. Vidal de 
Negreiros, 225. (Time: 9:30 AM) 

04/24/2012 70 4 hours 

São João Evangelista – MG, IFMG, Av. 1º de Junho 
Nº 1043. (Time: 2PM) 

05/05/2012 129 4 hours 

Teixeira de Freitas – BA, Faculdade Pitágoras, Av. 
Juscelino Kubitschek, 3000. (Time: 6:30 PM) 

05/08/2012 77 4 hours 

Monte Dourado – PA, Clube Jariloca. R. Monte 
dourado, s/nº - Pará (Time: 9AM) 

05/10/2012 35 6 hours 
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3 – DEFINITIONS 
 
a) The term SHALL is used with the meaning of an obligation. 

b) The general term used in this document to refer to the area of application of the principles, 

criteria and indicators, is FOREST MANAGEMENT UNIT (FMU). 

c) The principles and criteria defined here are applied to all the areas defined as FOREST 

MANAGEMENT UNITS, considering the peculiarities, the scale of the enterprise and the 

intensity of management. 

d) In this document, WORKER refers to DIRECT AND INDIRECT WORKERS. 

e) The term FOREST PRODUCER and/or PERSON IN CHARGE OF THE FOREST 

MANAGEMENT UNIT is used instead of "forest manager" as per the original FSC document. 

f) As a general rule, in case of COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT, the peculiarities and 

scale of the enterprise must be taken into account. 

g) Representation for Principle, Criterion and Indicator used in this document: 

 1. - Principle  

 1.1. - Criterion  

 1.1.1 - Indicator related to both planted and native forests 

 1.1.1.P - Indicator related exclusively to planted forests 

 1.1.1.N - Indicator related exclusively to native forests 

 

Note 1 : Although the indicators in Principle 5 relating to the management of non-timber products 

were created for the management of native forests, they also apply to Plantations, in case that 

occurs. 

 

Note 2: All aspects of this standard are considered to be normative, including the scope, standard 

effective date, references, terms and definitions, notes, tables and annexes, unless otherwise 

stated. Verifiers are not normative. 
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4 - PRINCIPLE, CRITERIA AND INDICATORS 
 
Principle 1 – COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND FSC PRINCIPLES  
Forest management shall respect all applicable laws of the country in which they occur, 
and international treaties and agreements to which the country is a signatory, and comply 
with all FSC Principles and Criteria.  
 

1.1. Forest management shall respect all national and local laws and administrative 

requirements.  

1.1.1. There shall be no evidence of non-compliance with the applicable legislation and 

administrative requirements by the forest management enterprise. 

 
1.1.2. If any non-compliances with legal or regulatory requirements have been identified by the 

enterprise or by third parties, they shall have been documented by the enterprise, were promptly 

corrected, and effective action has been taken to prevent their recurrence.  

 

1.1.3.N - The procedures outlined in the management plan, in the operational plan and in the area 

usage plan (in the case of settlements and conservation units) shall be  observed by the forest 

managemnt enterprise. 

 

1.1.4.N – The exploitation, collection and transportation of the products managed shall be 

authorized by environmental agencies in cases where such is a legal requirement. 

 

1.1.5. Any pending issue regarding compliance with legislation (example: environmental, laws 

governing forest management, among others) shall be settled by the forest manager in 

collaboration with the  competent authorities.  

 

1.1.6. In cases where the person in charge of forest management is a company or institution (for 

example, a cooperative, association, union, institute etc.) such person shall be legally constituted 

and hold the required registrations. 

 

1.1.7.P - The person in charge shall demonstrate knowledge of relevant laws pertaining to activities 

developed at the Forest Management Unit (FMU), including at least those referenced in the 

Brazillian SLIMF standard  

 

1.2. All applicable and legally prescribed fees, royalties, taxes and other charges shall be 

paid. 
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1.2.1 There shall be proof  by the forest management enterprise of payment, income tax 

statements, exemption, reduction or agreements relating to the required charges3. 

 

1.2.2. Any pending payment of fees and charges shall be  addressed by the forest management 

enterprise  before creditors or authorities.  

 

1.3. In signatory countries, the provisions of all binding international agreements such as 

CITES4 (Convention on International Trade of Flora and Fauna Species Threatened with 

Extinction), ILO5 (International Labour Organization), ITTA6 (International Agreement On 

Tropical Timber) and the Convention On Biological Diversity7  shall be respected.  

1.3.1. There shall be no evidence of violation of applicable requirements of any international 

agreements ratified by Brazil and  listed in the Brazilian SLIMF standard.  

Note: See Appendix 3 

 

1.3.2. If any non-compliances with international agreements  shall have been documented by the 

enterprise, were promptly corrected, and effective action has been taken to prevent their 

recurrence.  

 

1.4. Conflicts between laws, regulations and the FSC Principles and Criteria shall be 

evaluated for the purposes of certification, on a case by case basis, by the certifiers and the 

involved or affected parties.  

 

1.4.1. Any existing conflicts between laws and the FSC P&C shall  be discussed by the certification 

authority, the community and other parties involved.  

 
1.4.2. The enterprise shall document the results of any such attempt to resolve the conflict. 

 

Note: are considered as evidences, documents like: written evidence of any government, 

certification body or FSC National Office formal interpretations, approvals, designations, 

                                                      
3 For the management of plantations it must be verified that all charges relating to activities on the forest management 
unit have been paid. 
4 If the wood is harvested for export, the CITES international treaty specifications must be observed, with approval in 
Brazil by Decree No. 76,623/1975 and implementation by the Decree No. 3,607/2000. 
5 All ILO conventions ratified by Brazil are included in the National Labour Legislation. So, if the FMU is in accordance 
with the labor laws, it will also be in accordance with the ILO Treaties. 
6 This Convention shall apply only to the management and the marketing of products from the native forest areas of the 
FMU, see annex III. 
7 This Convention was inserted into the national biosecurity and environmental legislation. So, if the FMU is in accordance 
with these laws, therefore it will be complying with the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
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authorizations, exceptions/ exemptions from requirements, which might allow the conflict to be 

resolved.  

 

1.5. Forest management areas should be protected from illegal harvesting, settlement and 

other unauthorized activities. Ok  

1.5.1.N – Field observations, available documents and interviews shall demonstrate the absence 

of illegal and/or unauthorized activities, such as: illegal exploitation, hunting and predatory fishing, 

arson, theft, invasion, and others within the management area. Ok  

 

1.5.2. There should be evidence that the forestry producers seek alternatives, appropriate to the 

local reality, for the control and protection of management areas. Invasion or illegal activities shall 

be reported to the competent authorities.  

 

1.6. Forest managers shall demonstrate a long-term commitment to adhere to the FSC 

Principles and Criteria. 

1.6.1.N – There shall be evidence (documental or otherwise) of the commitment to a responsible 

forest management according to the FSC P&C, including as appropriate:  

- Existence of commitment term signed by the producers regarding the forest management; 

- Training activity that includes the participation of young people;  

- Actions to make the next exploration/collection cycles feasible;  

- Investment in equipment and infrastructure to support the handling and processing;  

- Actions to maintain satisfactory communication and dissemination of management activities 

before the involved producers; 

- Actions to involve the families of communities that do not participate in management 

activities. 

 

1.6.2.P – There shall be evidence (documental) of commitment to the conduction of a responsible 

forest management, in accordance with the FSC P&C.  

 

1.6.3.P – In case the owner of the FMU has other areas with forest plantations that are not included 

in the scope of certification, they  shall provide the information (location, area, plantation type, form 

of management, among others) relevant to those areas.  
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1.6.4.P – Forest plantation areas outside the scope of the certification shall not contradict FSC’s 

Principles and Criteria.8 

 

PRINCIPLE 2 – TENURE AND USE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

Long-term tenure and use rights to the land and forest resources shall be clearly 

defined, documented and legally established. 

 

2.1. Clear evidence of long-term forest use rights to the land (e.g. land title, customary 

rights, or lease agreements) shall be demonstrated.  

2.1.1. The land and its forest resources rights of use shall be  clearly defined and secured, whether 

by means of legal documents or traditional rights acquired,  uncontested by the competent bodies.  

 

2.1.2.N – In the case of communities which lease areas for forestry, there shall be  an agreement 

between the parties, duly registered, that formalizes the rights and obligations of all parties 

involved, in order to ensure access to the resource and the long-term commitment to the FSC P&C.  

 

2.1.3 Cases of unsettled disputes concerning the rights of ownership and use of land shall be  

under settlement by the competent body.  

 

2.2. Local communities with legal or customary tenure or use rights shall maintain control, 

to the extent necessary to protect their rights or resources, over forest operations unless 

they delegate control with free and informed consent to other agencies.  

2.2.1.N – Regarding exploration activities performed by third parties, there shall be evidence that 

the forest owners managers hold control of exploration activities, participating in decision-making 

processes related to forest management, such as: intensity of exploitation; species to be explored; 

management areas; frequency and type of monitoring to be carried out; choice and definition of 

methods and equipment to be used, among others. 

 

2.2.2.N – Relationships between communities and third parties shall be governed by formal 

agreements, prepared and approved with effective participation of representatives of communities, 

in order to represent their interests.  

                                                      
8 The FMU must meet at least the five criteria of FSC brand association in its other areas of forest plantations, described 
in the FSC Organizations Membership Policy (FSC-POL-01-004 V2-0).  
The five criteria are: no illegal logging and illegal timber trade or forest products; no traditional and human rights violations 
in forestry activities; no destruction of the areas deemed as high conservation value; no conversion of natural forests to 
plantations or non-forestry use; and non-use of genetically modified organisms. 
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Note: Such agreements shall contain: a map or sketch identifying the management areas in 

accordance with signed agreement between the parties; a description and division of 

responsibilities of the involved parties; clause providing the correct implementation of the 

management plan, compliance with applicable legislation (environmental and labor), monitoring 

and observance of the FSC P&C.  

 

2.2.3.N – In cases where the partnership between communities and third parties imply that the 

complete execution of management activities shall be performed by third parties, the signed 

agreements shall be monitored and, when possible, reviewed by the external organization 

(governmental or non-governmental) appointed by the community.  

 

2.2.4 - Where communities have delegated control of their legal or customary tenure or use rights, 

or part thereof to a third party, it shall be demonstrated that it was done with free and informed 

consent of the local communities.  

 

2.2.5.P – In case there are reports of the existence of local communities which have the right to 

use areas within the FMU, these shall be identified through maps, sketches or a written document 

stating the areas of customary use or possession. 

 

2.2.6.P – In case of areas of customary use, such shall be accessible to the holders of such right.  

 

2.3. Appropriate mechanisms shall be employed to resolve disputes over tenure claims and 

use rights. The circumstances and status of any outstanding disputes will be explicitly 

considered in the certification evaluation. Disputes of substantial magnitude involving a 

significant number of interests will normally disqualify an operation from being certified.  

2.3.1. Land conflicts shall be identified and there are existing procedures9 provided for their referral 

and search for solutions.  

 

2.3.2. In cases of unsettled disputes regarding the rights of ownership and use of land, such  shall 

be forwarded by the competent body.  

 

                                                      
9 See Glossary (types of procedures)  
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2.3.3.P – The FMU candidate for certification shall not be involved in disputes of substantial 

magnitude involving a significant number of interests. If the area in question does not fulfill that 

requirement, it shall be removed from the certification scope10.  

 

PRINCIPLE 3 – INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' RIGHTS  

The legal and customary rights of indigenous peoples 11 to own, use and manage their 

lands, territories and resources shall be recognized and respected. 

 

3.1 Indigenous peoples shall control forest management on their lands and territories 

unless they delegate control with free and informed consent to other agencies.  

3.1.1.N – the forest manager shall demonstrate that local communities maintain direct control over 

the forestry operations or have delegated that control to third parties with  free and informed 

consent. 

 

NOTE 1: For consent to be informed requires that the peoples concerned were fully and accurately 

informed of the implications of any agreements and were consulted through appropriate 

procedures and through their representative institutions (Ref, ILO Convention 169, Article 6).  

 

NOTE 2: For consent to be free requires that it was given by the Indigenous Peoples through their 

representative institutions and was freely expressed without coercion or duress. (Ref: ILO 

Convention 169 Article 7).  

 

3.1.2.N - There shall be means for controlling forestry activities carried out by third parties.  

 

3.1.3.N - There shall be effective participation of indigenous peoples and their representatives 

(meetings, assemblies and other) in discussions related to management activities and their 

implications.  

 

3.1.4. Forest producers shall demonstrate knowledge of the rules and agreements established in 

relation to forest management.  

 

                                                      
10 In order to remove the area from the certification scope, the area exclusion criteria described in document FSC-POL-
20-003 (2004) EN shall be observed. 
11 Traditional populations shall also be considered in this Principle, see definition in glossary. 
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3.1.5.P – In case there are reports of the existence of indigenous peoples and/or traditional peoples 

which have the right to use areas within the FMU, such shall be identified through maps, sketches 

or a written document stating the areas to which they hold right of use or legal title. 

 

3.1.6.N - Forestry operations on lands and territories owned by traditional peoples shall only be 

started when there is clear evidence of their free and informed consent and in accordance with the 

laws in force. 

 

3.2. Forest management shall not threaten or diminish, either directly or indirectly, the 

resources or tenure rights of indigenous peoples. 

3.2.1. Neighboring communities or those within the area influenced by the forest operations shall  

have the right of use of resources recognized and guaranteed by persons in charge of 

management. 

 

3.2.2. Neighboring communities or those within the area of influence, when affected by the 

management, shall be  invited to discuss the social and environmental impacts of forest 

management.  

 

3.2.3. The person in charge of the conduction of harvest or exploration activities shall  take the 

mitigating and compensatory measures needed to minimize the negative impacts12.  

 

3.3 Sites of special cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance to indigenous 

peoples13 shall be clearly identified in cooperation with such peoples, and recognized and 

protected by forest managers.  

3.3.1. There shall be  evidence that locations of special significance were identified by the person 

in charge of management, along with indigenous peoples.  

 

3.3.2. Measures have been taken to ensure the protection and allow access of indigenous and 

local peoples to location identified as of particular significance to them.  

 

3.4. Indigenous peoples shall be compensated for the application of their traditional 

knowledge regarding the use of forest species or management systems in forest 

                                                      
12 The management of forest plantations shall take into account the scale and intensity of forest activities 
13 In the case of Forest Plantations Management the traditional populations under this criterion must also be considered. 
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operations. This compensation shall be formally agreed upon with their free and informed 

consent before forest operations commence.  

3.4.1. In case the person in charge of the management make use of traditional knowledge of 

communities, the compensation shall be discussed, agreed and formalized with the parties 

involved.  

3.4.2. The formalized agreement shall contemplate the interests of the community whilst respecting 

the confidentiality of their knowledge and protecting all intellectual property rights.  

 

PRINCIPLE 4 - COMMUNITY RELATIONS AND WORKER'S RIGHTS Ok  

Forest management operations shall maintain or enhance the long-term social and 

economic well-being of forest workers and local communities.  

 

4.1. The communities within, or adjacent to, the forest management area should be given 

opportunities for employment, training, and other services.  

4.1.1.N - There shall be  evidence of employment of local labor. 

 

4.1.2.P - There shall be evidence that preference is given to the employment of local labor. 

 

4.1.3. There shall be  evidence of training opportunities and other services to local or adjacent 

communities (including forest dependent people)14.  

 

4.1.4.P - There shall be evidence that the producer endeavors to minimize the differences between 

the employees and the third party providers / contractors in order to avoid poor working 

relationships.  

 

4.2. Forest management should meet or exceed all applicable laws and/or regulations 

covering health and safety of employees and their families. 

4.2.1. Working conditions shall be healthy, hygienic and safe in the forest management unit for all 

employees, subject to local realities, including:  

 Quality of food and water;  

 Infrastructure of camps;  

 Ergonomic conditions of activities.  

                                                      
14 For the Management of Plantations this indicator shall be applied in accordance with the scale and intensity of 
activities. 
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4.2.2. Everyone involved in management activities shall  use personal protective equipment (PPE) 

appropriate to the activities performed and at no cost to workers.  

  

4.2.3. The persons in charge of forest management and workers shall be aware and adopt 

measures to prevent accidents in the workplace.  

 

4.2.4.  In case of accident, workers shall  know the procedures for first aid and emergency.  

 

4.2.5. Workers assume roles for which they are qualified, and properly use the equipment to 

perform the work.  

 

4.2.6. In the event of accidents, such  shall be recorded and there are measures to avoid them and 

reduce them.  

 

4.2.7. In the case of forest activities located in areas with transit of people, there shall  be signs 

and information boards identifying safety risk situations.    

 

4.2.8. According to the local reality, public transportation of workers must be conducted in vehicles 

that comply with regulations for safe transportation.  

 

4.2.9. The work of adolescents between 14 and 16 years of age shall be controlled, shall not be 

arduous15 nor restrict16 school activities.  

 

4.2.10 In the case that exploration17 is performed by third parties, the latter shall comply with 

requirements contained in the Norma Regulamentadora 3118 to security and healf for rural 

employer, populary NR 31, and in any other applicable legislation.  

 

                                                      
15 See Glossary 
16 Restrict school activities, i.e. activities performed by adolescents within the property may not hinder or prevent them 
from going to school or fully performing their school activities. 
17 In the case of forest plantations, all management activities starting from the preparation of the area are considered. 
See Glossary 
18 NR 31 is an oficial legislation wich aims to establish the principles to be observed in the organization and work 
environment in order to make it compatible planning and development activities in agriculture, livestock, forestry, 
aquaculture and forestry with health and safety and environment the work. 
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4.3. The rights of workers to organize and voluntarily negotiate with their employers shall 

be guaranteed as outlined in Conventions 87 and 98 of the International Labour 

Organisation (ILO)19.  

4.3.1. There shall be evidence that employees have freedom of association and unionization.  

 

4.3.2. There exists no evidence of unjust work relationships such as:  

 "Aviamento", or advance of goods in exchange for credit;  

 Unequal wages and working conditions for the same positions;  

 Any kind of discrimination against women and minorities. This analysis shall include the 

cultural specificities guaranteed in the federal constitution (e.g. indigenous peoples).  

 Wages lower than the regional average20, according to the activity performed.  

 

4.3.3. Labor relations shall be formalized (in its different forms, such as partnerships and others), 

including employees and contractors21.  

 

4.3.4. In cases where the economic and social conditions of the forest enterprise make the strict 

formalization of labor difficult, (registration as per labor legislation), there shall be some means of 

formalization that is accepted by the local union overseeing regulation of the employment 

relationship (e.g., a provision of services contract with defined rights and obligations).  

 

4.3.5. Workers thus hired shall demonstrate awareness of such contracts and know their rights and 

obligations.  

 

4.3.6. There shall be mechanisms for dialogue and resolution of claims between the workers and 

employer, and others involved with the management.  

 

                                                      
19 The text of this criterion has been adapted to better represent the scope of its application in Brazil. For such, the 
following sentence has been excluded from the original text of the criterion: "... as outlined in Conventions 87 and 98 of 
the International Labor Organization (ILO)", as Brazil has not ratified such conventions and Brazilian law does not allow 
the worker to choose between different unions. The point of this criterion is to assess the worker's freedom to associate 
and form trade unions. 
 
20 The amount of remuneration shall be referenced according to the formal references of the region (base salary of the 
category, local union or other representative bodies) 
21 If the producer hires a third party to perform management activities on his property, the parties shall enter into a 
"Service Provision Contract", which shall constitute a guarantee. 
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4.3.7. There shall be  internal procedures to ensure that service providers comply with labor 

legislation.  

 

4.4. Management planning and operations shall incorporate the results of evaluations of 

social impact. Consultations shall be maintained with people and groups (both men and 

women) directly affected by management operations.  

4.4.1.P - The forest producer shall identify the main social impacts, appropriate to the scale and 

intensity, caused by management activities.  

 

4.4.2. There shall be  assessment of social impacts, either through partnerships with technical 

consultancy institutions, universities and others, or informally undertaken by communities.  

  

4.4.3 In the event that negative social impacts caused by management activities are identified, 

measures are taken to minimize such impacts.   

 

4.4.4. There shall be mechanisms appropriate to the scale and intensity of management, to 

maintain regular consultations with people and groups who are directly affected by the operations, 

in order to identify the social impacts and the possibilities to avoid or reduce such impacts.   

  

4.5. Appropriate mechanisms shall be employed for resolving grievances and for providing 

fair compensation in the case of loss or damage affecting the legal or customary rights, 

property, resources, or livelihoods of local peoples. Measures shall be taken to avoid such 

loss or damage.  

4.5.1. There shall be appropriate means dedicated to the identification and resolution of conflicts, 

such as meetings and others.  

 

4.5.2. In case of loss or damage affecting legal or traditional rights, measures shall be adopted to 

provide fair compensation, freely agreed upon by both parties.  

 

4.5.3. When grievances are raised, measures shall be taken to avoid them in future and  they shall 

be responded to promptly and fairly.  

  

PRINCIPLE 5 - BENEFITS FROM THE FOREST  

Forest management operations shall encourage the efficient use of the forest's 

multiple products and services to ensure economic viability and a wide range of 

environmental and social benefits.  
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5.1. Forest management should strive toward economic viability, while taking into account 

the full environmental, social, and operational costs of production, and ensuring the 

investments necessary to maintain the ecological productivity of the forest.  

5.1.1.N - The revenue and costs related to production shall be  known and documented, including 

subsidies and other support received.  

 

5.1.2.N - A portion of the revenue should be applied by the community as working capital or fund 

to sustain the activity.  

 

5.1.3.N - The communities that depend on external support from institutions (both technical and 

economical) to perform the management shall have a plan or strategy to reduce such dependence 

over time. 

 

5.1.4.N - The communities invest in training local people or hiring experts that contribute to increase 

their independence in environmental and financial management. 

  

5.1.5.N - The cost of significant activities (including the cost of social and environmental 

commitments) shall be assessed, as well as the necessary investment implicit in the forest 

management plan.  

 

5.1.6.P - The planning of forest activities in the FMU shall aim towards an economically viable 

situation for the producer, so that the revenue to be obtained is sufficient to cover the costs of forest 

management throughout its cycle.  

 

5.1.7.P - There shall be a control system for costs and revenue from activities and for necessary 

investments implicit in the forest management plan.  

  

5.2. Forest management and marketing operations should encourage the optimal use and 

local processing of the forest's diversity of products.  

5.2.1.N - The community shall discuss and seek ways to diversify production and benefit the 

product locally.  

 

5.2.2.P - The producers shall take into consideration local production, use and / or processing and 

/ or commercialization initiatives that add value to forest products.  
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5.2.3.P - The community access to the FMU for management and non-predatory collection of forest 

products, timber or otherwise, shall be permitted and regulated in the locations where such access 

already existed for legal or historical reasons, by means of formal permission granted by the person 

in charge of the FMU, in observance of property rights and legal restrictions.  

 

5.3. Forest management should minimize waste associated with harvesting and on-site 

processing operations and avoid damage to other forest resources.  

5.3.1.N - The exploitation of timber and non-timber products shall be  planned and performed so 

as to reduce waste while maintaining quality and product value and minimizing damage to the 

forest.  

 

5.3.2.N - For timber management, there shall be no evidence of high and / or damaged stumps, 

damage caused by improper felling or timber product left in the forest.  

 

5.3.3. The equipment used in forest management activities shall  be technically adequate in order 

to minimize waste, damage and impacts to the forest.  

 

5.3.4. Forest management must be performed in such a way that reduces waste while minimizing 

the removal of unused biomass and maintaining  product quality. 

  

5.4. Forest management should strive to strengthen and diversify the local economy, 

avoiding dependence on a single forest product.  

5.4.1.N - There shall be evidence that the community seeks to diversify the number of managed 

species and products obtained from the forest.  

 

5.4.2.P - Producers shall check the possibility of alternative markets for their timber and non-timber 

production, as well as the consortium with other activities that hold market potential and 

opportunities.  

 

5.4.3.P - The producer shall prioritize the use of local goods and services.  

  

5.5. Forest management operations shall recognize, maintain, and, where appropriate, 

enhances the value of forest services and resources such as watersheds and fisheries.  

5.5.1. There shall be  no evidence that forest management is undermining the value of forest 

resources and services (such as fishing, hunting, collection of non-timber forest products, tourism 

activities, and others).  
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5.5.2.P - The producer shall recognise and perform actions that demonstrate the conservation  their 

permanent preservation areas and other natural remnants for maintenance of water resources and 

biodiversity.  

  

5.6. The rate of harvest of forest products shall not exceed levels which can be 

permanently sustained.  

5.6.1.N - For timber management, the exploration rate shall be  determined based on estimates of 

growth, ensuring that it does not exceed the replenishment capacity of the forest. 

 

5.6.2.N - For non-timber management, the exploration rate shall be defined taking into account the 

precautionary principle and preferably determined based on scientific information, and / or local 

experiences available and / or traditional knowledge on the use of managed species.  

 

5.6.3.P - There shall be a system of inventory and forest production planning appropriate to the 

respective scale of operation.  

 

5.6.4.P - The producer shall observe proper rotation of the product target and the sustainability of 

forest production.  

  

PRINCIPLE 6 - ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT  

Forest management shall conserve biological diversity and its associated values, 

water resources, soils, and unique and fragile ecosystems and landscapes, and, by so 

doing, maintain the ecological functions and the integrity of the forest.  

  

6.1. Assessment of environmental impacts shall be completed -- appropriate to the scale, 

intensity of forest management and the uniqueness of the affected resources – and 

adequately integrated into management systems. Assessments shall include landscape 

level considerations as well as the impacts of on-site processing facilities. Environmental 

impacts shall be assessed prior to commencement of site-disturbing operations.  

6.1.1.P - The person in charge of the FMU shall  demonstrate knowledge of the possible impacts 

derived from forestry activities.  

 

6.1.2. Prio to the execution of activities, the environmental impacts shall be  identified, documented 

and taken into consideration in decision making, and procedures that shall be revised if necessary 

every five years, adopted seek to minimize environmental impacts (e.g., intensity of thinning, 
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planning and construction of roads, courtyards and infrastructure such as bridges, drain inlets, 

water passages and others).  

 

6.1.3. In cases that negative environmental impacts resulting from management activities are 

identified; there shall be measures in place22 for the recovery, mitigation and compensation of such 

impacts.  

 

6.1..4. The management plans and/or other relevant policies and procedures of the enterprise shall 

identify the actions to be taken to prevent, mitigate or reduce the environmental impacts identified 

as a result of the assessments.  

 

6.2. Safeguards shall exist which protect rare, threatened and endangered species and their 

habitats (e.g., nesting and feeding areas). Conservation zones and protection areas shall be 

established, appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest management and the 

uniqueness of the affected resources. Inappropriate hunting, fishing, trapping and 

collecting shall be controlled.  

6.2.1.N - The rare, threatened or legally protected and endangered species and HCV  present in 

the forest management shall be  known, listed and updated.  

  

6.2.2. Measures to identify, conserve protect, maintain and or enhance such species and their 

habitats shall be taken, appropriate to the scale and intensity of management.  

 

6.2.2.P - The producer shall demonstrate, based on best available information, knowledge of the 

probable presence of endemic, rare, threatened or endangered species and HCV  in the FMU.  

 

6.2.3. Hunting activities in the management area shall be controlled and restricted to the 

subsistence needs of the community. The use of dogs shall be constrained to avoid predatory 

hunting.  

 

6.2.4.P - The producers shall have their environmental  protection, conservation areas and areas 

of HCV identified on maps or sketches, and know their exact location in the field.  

 

6.2.5. Conservation zones and protection area as APP – Permanent Protect Area or Legal 

Reserve, shall have been selected to maximise their contribution to the conservation of biodiversity 

                                                      
22 For the management of plantations such measures shall be considered in accordance with the scale and intensity of 
management activities. 
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in relation to their size (for example through the creation of conservation corridors, protected 

wetland areas and consolidation of natural areas). The location of conservation zones shall be 

sufficient overall to ensure the continuing presence of rare, threatened or endangered species as 

listed, to protect existing examples of ecosystems in their natural state (see Criterion 6.4 and 10.5 

where appropriate) and are not less than 10% of the area of the FMU under assessment. 

 

Expalanatory Note: The threshold requirement for Conservation Areas and Reserves Set Aside 

was defined taking into account the requirements in the Brazilian Forest Law (Law n° 12.651 of 

May 25th 2012) and FSC-GUI-60-004. The law provides for a 20% requirement as Conservation 

and Reserves Set Aside; but also gives room for some operations to keep less than 20% of the 

FMU for the same purpose. In order not to exclude operations that will decide for less than 20% 

Conservation and Reserves Set Aside area, the FSC 10% minimum was required of all operations.      

 

6.2.6. P - The producer shall take steps to prevent inappropriate activities of hunting, fishing, 

trapping and collection of fauna and / or flora in the FMU. When permitted, in accordance with 

legislation in force, such activities shall be monitored (referring to criteria 1.5). 

 

6.3 Ecological functions and values shall be maintained intact, enhanced, or restored, 

including:  

a) Forest regeneration and succession.  

b) Genetic, species, and ecosystem diversity.  

c) Natural cycles that affect the productivity of the forest ecosystem.  

6.3.1. N - There shall be no evidence that forest management impairs the ecological functions and 

values of the forest. 

 

6.3.2. P - There shall be no evidence that the management of forest plantations impair the 

ecological functions and values of natural remnants.  

 

 

Forest regeneration and succession. 

6.3.3. P When required, the recovery of protected areas that are a priority for conservation in the 

FMU, preference shall be given to the most appropriate techniques, and when the restoration of 

the area implies plantations, the choice of species shall prioritize species that are native and 

endemic to the region.  

 
Genetic, species and ecosystem diversity  
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6.3.4. N. Old, non-commercial trees; trees with special ecological value; standing dead trees food 

for wildlife and dead fallen wood (with no phitosanitary risks) shall all be systematically retained 

within the production area of the FMU, and in sufficient quantity to support populations of species 

of birds and insects dependent on old trees and dead wood across the FMU.  

 
6.3.5. N Small-scale sites of high ecological value (e.g. nesting sites, small wetlands, ponds, small 

open areas, etc) shall be systematically retained and protected (e.g. through appropriate buffer 

zones) throughout the production area of the FMU.  

 
Natural cycles  

6.3.6. N Site preparation and harvesting methods shall been designed to minimize soil erosion and 

compaction and maximizes the retention of nutrients on site.  

 
6.3.7. N Protective areas shall be established between the management areas and the areas, 

which have high risk of fire or erosion (e.g. bordering on pastures or small farming areas).  

 

6.3.8. P In plantation areas of the FMU a proportion of non-target tree and under storey species 

shall be retained within the plantation matrix throughout the management cycle  

 

6.4. Representative samples of existing ecosystems within the landscape shall be 

protected in their natural state and recorded on maps, appropriate to the scale and 

intensity of operations and the uniqueness of the affected resources.  

Note: The Indicators for this Criterion should be considered in conjunction with those for Criteria 

6.2 and 6.3 and 10.5.  

 

6.4.1.N – There shall be evidence of protection of representative samples of all existing 

ecosystems within the landscape. 

 

6.4.2.N - In case of areas managed by third parties, there shall be maps identifying at least the 

areas of permanent protection, the areas for management and the so-called representative 

samples of ecosystem. 

 

6.4.3.P - Representative samples of ecosystems shall be identified and evaluated by the forest 

manager, and are monitored at least once a decade to identify and evaluate long term changes. 

The results of this evaluation shall be taken into consideration in management of the conservation 

zones, according to the scale and intensity. 

 



 
FSC-STD-BRA-03-2013 V3-2 EN BRAZILIAN FSC STANDARD FOR SMALL AND LOW INTENSITY MANAGED 

FORESTS (SLIMF) 
All rights reserved FSC® Brasil (FSC®F000204) 

–29 of 110 – 

6.4.4.P - The person in charge of the FMU shall protect representative samples of existing 

ecosystems. 

 

6.4.5. - The conservation zones and protection areas designated by the forest enterprise that cover 

at a minimum an equivalent of 10% of the FMU area (see Criterion 6.2) shall include representative 

areas of examples of ecosystems in their natural state.  

 

6.5. Written guidelines shall be prepared and implemented to: control erosion; minimize 

forest damage during harvesting, road construction, and all other mechanical disturbances; 

and protect water resources.  

6.5.1. Protective measures shall be taken between the management areas and areas at risk of fire, 

erosion, invasion of animals and others23 (e.g. vicinity of pastures and crops), which may impact 

the managed forest and its resources.  

 

6.5.2.N - For forest management in the Amazon, pre-exploration cutting of vines shall occur at 

least 12 months before harvest and preferably in the trees to be explored and the ones intertwined 

in them. The option not to perform the cutting of vines shall be technically justified.   

 

6.5.3.N - When applicable, the Planning of primary and secondary roads, patios and crossing 

streams shall be based on the following considerations: 

 Primary roads and patios constitute permanent infrastructure of the management unit;  

 There exist written and previously established specifications; 

 The lowest possible forest area shall be used, always aiming to minimize impacts to 

surrounding areas;  

 The crossing of watercourses shall be avoided, and when performed, measures shall be 

adopted to minimize environmental impacts (such as construction of infrastructures that 

enable the continuous flow of the water).  

 

6.5.4.N - In the Amazon forest management, directed felling of trees techniques shall be used to 

reduce damage, especially in relation to trees intended for the next harvest, facilitate removal and 

reduce excessive openings in the canopy.  

 

6.5.5.N - In forest management in the Amazon, testing for hollows shall be performed in order to 

avoid the exploration of hollow trees.  

                                                      
23 Risk area for other reasons that may impact the managed forest and its courses. 
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6.5.6.N - Where applicable, the minimum age (or diameter) and / or reproductive maturity shall be 

determined for the first and subsequent exploitations.  

 

6.5.7.N - In the Caatinga forest management: 

 Silvopastoral practice shall make use of existing technical guidelines in order to respect the 

bearing capacity of the area;  

 Exploitation waste shall be kept in the area explored;  

 Fire shall not be used within the forest management area.  

 In the case of the use of harvest chainsaw, measures shall be adopted to prevent damage 

to regrowth of stumps;   

 Full or partial removal of stumps shall not be applied;  

 The layout and size of the plots shall be made to minimize impacts to the landscape and 

allow the flow of wildlife. 

 

6.5.8.N - For management of NTFPs with suppressed individuals, that does not have specific 

regulations, management shall be based on an inventory or mapping (appropriate to the size and 

patterns of spatial occurrence of the species), and specific measures and practices shall be 

presented to promote the maintenance of the population, according to the scale and intensity of 

management.  

 

6.5.9. For non-timber management without suppression of individuals:  

 The collection cycle shall comply with the replenishment capacity of the managed resource;  

 The collection practice shall not impair the vitality, the health of the individual. 

 

6.5.10. For non-timber management without removal of individuals, with exudates as the managed 

product (oils, resins, among others):  

 The proper height and depth for cuts or drillings shall be determined;  

 The maximum number or size of cuts or drilling shall be determined; cuts or drillings shall 

not exceed the established depth. 

 

6.5.11. For non-timber management without removal of individuals, with leaves, branches and 

trunks as managed products (palms that affiliate):  

 The proportion of remaining healthy leaves, branches and trunks necessary to the survival 

of the individuals shall be maintained;  
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 Reproductive structures (flowers and fruits and apical buds) shall remain intact and show 

no signs of post-harvest damage;  

 Established pruning techniques (percentage, time, quantity) shall be applied by all 

producers.  

 

6.5.12. For non-timber management without suppression of individuals, roots as the managed 

product (including the root of hemiepiphytes like timbó vine, titica vine and others):  

 Harvesting techniques shall be consistent with the maintenance of species' propagation 

capacity, whether by seed or root;  

 Only a portion of the root shall be harvested and a viable portion shall be left for regrowth 

and / or survival of the individual.  

 

6.5.13. For non-timber management without suppression of the individual, with Reproductive 

Structures as managed products (flowers, fruits and seeds):  

 The trees shall not be damaged to induce early flowering and fruiting;  

 A certain portion of flowers, fruits and seeds shall remain in the forest for the wildlife 

populations and regeneration of the species.  

 

6.5.14. For non-timber management without suppression of the individual, with bark as managed 

product:  

 The trees shall not be girdled;  

 The height, area and depth of cuts established for bark harvesting practices shall be 

respected;  

 The exploitation of bark shall not be performed during the plant's reproductive season. 

  

6.5.15. For non-timber management without suppression of the individual, with vine as the 

managed product: 

 The support tree shall not be brought down for collection;  

 Support trees shall not be damaged during collection;  

 The vine shall be cut with at its maximum;  

 The stump shall be left at a height that enables regeneration.  

 

6.5.16.P - The person in charge of the FMU shall identify the main environmental aspects of each 

forest operation and infrastructure built, along with their potential impacts.  
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6.5.17.P - There shall be guidelines to prevent, control or mitigate the main negative impacts and 

enhance positive impacts of forestry activities, according to the scale and intensity of management.  

 

6.5.18.P - Workers (employees or third parties)  shall be  aware that spillage of fuels / oils or 

chemicals can harm the environment, and shall be capable of performing appropriate emergency 

cleaning procedures immediately following accidental spills of such products.  

 

6.6. Management systems shall promote the development and adoption of environmentally 

friendly non-chemical methods of pest management and strive to avoid the use of chemical 

pesticides. World Health Organization Type 1A and 1B 

and chlorinated hydrocarbon pesticides; pesticides that are persistent, toxic or whose 

derivatives remain biologically active and accumulate in the food chain beyond their 

intended use; as well as any pesticides banned by international agreement, shall be 

prohibited. If chemicals are used, proper equipment and training shall be provided to 

minimize health and environmental risks.  

6.6.1. FSC standards on the use of chemical pesticides, as per description above, shall be met.  

 

6.6.2. Chemicals, when used, shall be handled by trained personnel using IPE (e.g. masks, gloves, 

etc.) and observed the recommended use, handling and storage, according to the legislation in 

force.  

 

6.7. Chemicals, containers, liquid and solid non-organic wastes including fuel and oil shall 

be disposed of in an environmentally appropriate manner at off-site locations.  

6.7.1. The waste shall be  collected, separated (hazardous and non hazardous) and disposed of 

in an environmentally appropriate manner, according to the local reality.  

 
6.7.2. The enterprise shall keep an up to date list identifying the off-site location(s) for the disposal 

of all its chemicals, containers, liquid and solid non-organic wastes (including fuel and oil).  

 

6.7.3. Fuels and waste classified as hazardous (such as fuel containers, batteries, tires, among 

others) shall be collected and stored in suitable location, avoiding soil contamination and risk of 

accidents.  

 

6.7.4.P The person in charge of management shall guarantee that  there is no reuse of automotive 

engine and machine oils, also known as burned oil, for lubrication of chainsaws or other use, as 

provided by national law.  
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6.8. Use of biological control agents shall be documented, minimized, monitored and strictly 

controlled in accordance with national laws and internationally accepted scientific 

protocols. Use of genetically modified organisms shall be prohibited.  

6.8.1.N - The use of biological control agents shall be documented, minimized, monitored and 

strictly controlled in accordance with national laws and internationally accepted scientific protocols.  

 

6.8.2. Genetically modified organisms shall not be used.  

 

6.8.3.P - Any use of biological control agents in the FMU shall be justified, documented, monitored 

and controlled.  

  

6.9. The use of exotic species shall be carefully controlled and actively monitored to avoid 

adverse ecological impacts.  

6.9.1.N - Species that do not occur in the management unit (exotic species) shall be used only in 

justified and controlled situations.  

 

6.9.2. If there is evidence that the species is invasive, the forest manager shall evaluate the 

potential to eradicate the species within and immediately outside the FMU. If there is a reasonable 

possibility of successful eradication then the forest enterprise shall put in place a plan to achieve 

this in the shortest financially feasible time span. 

 

6.9.3. If there is evidence that the species has significant adverse ecological impacts outside the 

areas in which it is already established, but is not invasive, the forest enterprise shall put in place 

a plan to eradicate the species within the FMU in shortest financially feasible time span. 

 

6.9.4.P - The species selected for commercial planting shall be  appropriate to the site and 

management objectives.  

 

6.9.5.P - There shall be  monitoring and control of invasive exotic species in protected areas of the 

FMU.  

  

6.10. Forest conversion to plantations or non-forest land uses shall not occur, except in 

circumstances where conversion: 

a) Entails a very limited portion of the forest management unit; and 

b) Does not occur on high conservation value forest areas; and 
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c) Will enable clear, substantial, additional, secure, long term conservation benefits across 

the forest management unit. 

6.10.1.N Any conversion of forest to plantations or non-forest land within the FMU: a) Does not 
occur on high conservation value forest areas, and b) Does not affect a total of more than 5% of 
the area of the FMU, and c) Does not exceed 0.5% of the area of the FMU in any one year and 
d) Enables clear, substantial, additional, secure, long-term conservation benefits across the 
FMU. 

NOTE: Areas scheduled for conversion cannot be higher than required by national legislations and 

shall meet the threshold set by FSC in the indicator 6.10.1 N above. 

 

6.10.2.N - In the case of conversion to non-forest uses, there shall be internal rules that regulate 

and control the opening of new areas. 

 

6.10.3.P - Any conversion of forest to plantations or non-forest land within the FMU: a) Does not 

occur on high conservation value forest areas, and b) Does not affect a total of more than 5% of 

the area of the FMU, and c) Does not exceed 0.5% of the area of the FMU in any one year and d) 

Enables clear, substantial, additional, secure, long-term conservation benefits across the FMU. 

 

6.10.4.P - The person responsible for the FMU shall take actions to restore and / or preserve 

natural forests or threatened non-forest habitats, around or adjacent to the disturbed area (where 

conversions occurred) when needed.  

   

 

PRINCIPLE 7 - MANAGEMENT PLAN  

A management plan -- appropriate to the scale and intensity of the operations – shall be 

written, implemented, and kept up to date. The long term objectives of management, and 

the means of achieving them, shall be clearly stated.  

 

7.1. The management plan and supporting documents shall provide: 

a)  Management objectives.  

b) Description of the forest resources to be managed, environmental limitations, land use 

and ownership status, socio-economic conditions, and a profile of adjacent lands.  

c) Description of silvicultural and/or other management system, based on the ecology of 

the forest in question and information gathered through resource inventories.  

d) Rationale for rate of annual harvest and species selection.  

e) Provisions for monitoring of forest growth and dynamics.  

f) Environmental safeguards based on environmental assessments.  
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g) Plans for the identification and protection of rare, threatened and endangered 

species.  

h) Maps describing the forest resource base including protected areas, planned 

management activities and land ownership.  

i) Description and justification of harvesting techniques and equipment to be used.  

7.1.1.N - There shall be  a description of local communities, the number of people involved with 

management, operation history, form of organization and institutions involved with management.  

 

7.1.2.N - For timber management, a management plan shall be prepared containing items a 

through i of P7c1, at least.  

 

7.1.3.N - For non-timber management, in cases where there is no regulation, a simplified 

management plan  shall be elaborated containing at least the items a, d and i of P7c1.   

 

7.1.4. The Management Plan shall be prepared with the participation of the producers involved in 

the forest management.  

 

7.1.5.P - The written management plan shall include goals, a description of the FMU (plantation 

areas and types of protected areas present) and silvicultural and harvesting methods.  

 

7.1.6.P - The written management plan shall contain the identification of key aspects of each forest 

operation and infrastructure built, along with their potential impacts.  

 

7.1.7.P - The written management plan shall contain a description of protective measures for 

comprised areas.  

 

7.1.8.P - The written management plan shall contain maps or sketches of the FMU indicating the 

plantations areas, protected areas (PPA and LR), HCV areas  and built infrastructure.  

 

7.2. The management plan shall be periodically revised to incorporate the results of 

monitoring or new scientific and technical information, as well as to respond to 

changing environmental, social and economic circumstances.  

7.2.1. The management plan (and supporting documentation) shall be reviewed and revised every 

five years, if necessary.  
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7.2.2.P - In case there is any change in the scope of the certification or in management activities, 

such shall be included in the Management Plan.  

  

7.3. Forest workers shall receive adequate training and supervision to ensure proper 

implementation of the management plan. 

7.3.1. The personnel involved in management activities shall  know the contents of the 

management plan and / or procedures related to their work activities.  

 

7.3.2. All workers (including contractors) shall be sufficiently qualified / trained to perform assigned 

tasks effectively and safely.   

 

7.3.3. All workers (including contractors) shall be monitored to ensure conduction of activities 

efficiently and safely.  

  

7.4. While respecting the confidentiality of information, forest managers shall make publicly 

available a summary of the primary elements of the management plan, including those listed 

in Criterion 7.1.  

7.4.1. If requested25 , information on the management plan shall be available.  

 

7.5. The local population and / or the relevant interest groups are involved in the elaboration 

and / or implementation (decision making and negotiation processes) of the community 

forest management plan. 

Note: This criterion is specific to community forest management in native forests. 

 

7.5.1.N - The drafting and implementation of forest management shall  take into account traditional 

knowledge and cultural aspects of the local community.  

 

7.5.2.N - There shall be evidence (e.g. reports, minutes of meetings and assemblies, among 

others) that the various segments of the community participate and contribute in decision-making 

and negotiation connected to the management plan.  

 

 

PRINCIPLE 8 - MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT  

                                                      
25 Whenever requested, information on the management plan is made available to the requestor, as appropriate.  
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8. Monitoring shall be conducted -- appropriate to the scale and intensity of forest  

management -- to assess the condition of the forest, yields of forest products, chain of 

custody, management activities and their social and environmental impacts.  

 

8.1. The frequency and intensity of monitoring should be determined by the scale and 

intensity of forest management operations as well as the relative complexity and fragility of 

the affected environment. Monitoring procedures should be consistent and replicable over 

time to allow comparison of results and assessment of change.  

8.1.1. There shall be a documented description of how monitoring is performed (e.g., which 

information will be monitored, with what frequency and intensity, in which areas, among others).  

 

8.1.2. Monitoring shall  include periodic gathering of information (according to the scale, intensity 

and peculiarities of management), which enables the monitoring of impacts of management in the 

long-term.   

 

8.1.3. For non-timber management, the gathering of information, whether formal (following 

documented methods) or visual (i.e., monitoring of vitality, disease, growth, mortality, recovery, 

increased or decreased dispersal, etc.) shall enable the adequacy of management practices.  

  

8.2. Forest management should include the research and data collection needed to 

monitor, at a minimum, the following indicators: 

a) Yield of all forest products harvested.  

b) Growth rates, regeneration and condition of the forest.  

c) Composition and observed changes in the flora and fauna.  

d) Environmental and social impacts of harvesting and other operations.  

e) Costs, productivity, and efficiency of forest management.  

 

Yield of all forest products harvested:  

8.2.1. There shall be  periodic records of productivity and harvest of forest products.  

 

Costs, productivity, and efficiency of forest management 

8.2.2. There shall be periodic monitoring of management costs.  

 

8.2.3.N - For timber or non timber management that cause suppression of individuals, there are 

methods for monitoring the growth of managed resources, according to the scale and intensity of 

management and applicable regulations. 
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Environmental and social impacts of harvesting and other operations 

8.2.4 There shall be assessment of social impacts resulting from management activities.  

 

Composition and observed changes in the flora and fauna 

8.2.5. Sufficient records shall be kept of the presence of any rare or threatened species of flora or 

fauna, in order to identify significant trends over time.  

NOTE: See Appendix 4 

 

Growth rates, regeneration and condition of the forest. 

8.2.6.P - Producers shall monitor the control of exotic species, so that they do not invade the areas 

of environmental protection;  

 

8.2.7.P - Producers shall monitor deployment, maintenance, harvesting and transportation costs 

connected to the management activities;  

 

8.2.8.N Pre- and post- harvest inventory shall be carried out for all harvested areas.  

 

8.2.9.N The data collected during pre- and post- harvest inventory shall be sufficient to provide a 

reasonable estimate of species composition, stocking, growth rates, regeneration and presence of 

commercially significant pests or dis-eases over the FMU as a whole.  

  

8.3. Documentation shall be provided by the forest manager to enable monitoring and 

certifying organizations to trace each forest product from its origin, a process known as the 

"chain of custody".  

8.3.1. A system shall be in place26, which allows all products (timber and non-timber) collected in 

the FMU to be easily identified as such from the moment of harvest to the point of sale.  

 

8.3.2. The identification system shall enable the physical product to be attached to a record, 

including the following information:  

 Type of product;  

 Volume (or amount) of product; 

 Production location;  

 Date of production.  

                                                      
26 Management of Plantations shall take into account the scale and intensity of management activities. 
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8.3.3.  Sales invoices shall be kept for all products sold, identifying at least:  

 Name and address of purchaser; 

 The date of sale;  

 Type of product;  

 Volume (or amount) sold;  

  (Plantations) allowing the inclusion of certification code.  

 

8.3.4. All products sold as "FSC certified" shall be readily identifiable as such, both the physical 

product and the tracing records and sales invoices.  

 

8.3.5. The forestry enterprise shall keep copies of records of production and sales invoices 

accounting for at least five years. 

 

8.3.6.P - In order to avoid mixing certified and non-certified forest products, products shall be kept 

separately and clearly identified. 

  

8.4. The results of monitoring shall be incorporated into the implementation and revision of 

the management plan.  

8.4.1. The information gathered through monitoring27 shall be documented (reports, minutes, 

audio, video and others) and used at the review of management practices.  

 

8.4.2. There is evidence in the field (modification of harvesting techniques, change in the cutting 

intensity for some species, development of new silvicultural treatments and others) occurring in 

management practices.  

  

8.5. While respecting the confidentiality of information, forest managers shall make publicly 

available a summary of the results of monitoring indicators, including those listed in 

Criterion 8.2.  

8.5.1. When requested, monitoring records shall be available for consultation.  

  

Principle 9 - MAINTENANCE OF HIGH CONSERVATION VALUE FORESTS  

                                                      
27 Monitoring of management of plantations shall be performed technically (based on documented methodologies) or 
empirically (based on observations and day-to-day experience). 
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Management activities in high conservation value forests shall maintain or enhance the 

attributes which define such forests. Decisions regarding high conservation value forests 

shall always be considered in the context of a precautionary approach.  

 

9.1. Assessment to determine the presence of the attributes consistent with High 

Conservation Value Forests will be completed, appropriate to scale and intensity of forest 

management.  

9.1.1.N - The producer  shall identify and map areas  of the Forest Management unit with the 

following attributes of high conservation value, in terms of ecological, economic, social and cultural 

aspects.  

HCV 1 - Areas containing significant concentrations of biodiversity values in global, regional or 

national level (e.g. endemism, endangered species, biodiversity refuges). 

HCV 2  - Extensive forest areas, in a global regional or national relevance scale, where viable 

populations of most or all natural species occur in natural patterns of distribution and abundance. 

HCV 3 - Areas within, or containing rare, threatened or endangered ecosystems. 

HCV 4 - Areas that provide basic environmental services in situations of extreme importance (e.g. 

protection of river basins, erosion control). 

HCV 5 - Areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of local communities (e.g. subsistence, health). 

HCV 6 - Areas of extreme importance to the cultural identity of traditional communities (areas of 

cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance identified in conjunction with such 

communities). 

 

NOTE: It is recommended the consultation of "FSC Step-by-step: A guide of good practices to 

meet the requirements of FSC certification for biodiversity and High Conservation Value Forests in 

small forests and small-scale management.   

 

9.1.2.P - The producer shall conduct an evaluation to identify and map attributes of high 

conservation value in connection to ecological aspects28. 

 

9.1.3.P - There is an evaluation in place to identify attributes of high conservation value connected 

to socioeconomic aspects29.  

 

                                                      
28 Refers to the Proforest classification for HVC 1, 2, 3 and 4, see glossary. 
29 Refers to the Proforest classification for HVC 5, see glossary. 
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9.1.4.P - There is an evaluation in place to identify attributes of high conservation value connected 

to cultural and / or religious aspects30.  

  

9.2. The consultative portion of the certification process must place emphasis on the 

identified conservation attributes, and options for the maintenance thereof. 

9.2.1. A consultation with local stakeholders on the existence and attributes of high conservation 

value areas shall be conducted.  

 

9.2.2.P - Prior to the consultation, the person responsible for the FMU shall identify the relevant 

local stakeholders.  

  

9.3. The management plan shall include and implement specific measures that ensure the 

maintenance and/or enhancement of the applicable conservation attributes consistent with 

the precautionary approach. These measures shall be specifically included in the publicly 

available management plan summary.  

9.3.1. Protection measures for the identified areas and attributes shall be adopted. The adopted 

measures shall take into account the precautionary principle as well as the scale and intensity of 

management.  

 

9.3.2. In case of unawareness of the impact of management to the areas or attributes of high 

conservation value, the precautionary principle proposed by FSC shall be adopted.  

 

9.3.3. The management plan shall describe the attributes identified in the forest as high 

conservation value, as well as the measures to be taken to ensure the maintenance of such 

attributes.  

 

9.3.4.P - The person in charge of management shall identify the main obstacles or threats to areas 

identified as High Conservation Value (HCV).  

  

9.4. Annual monitoring shall be conducted to assess the effectiveness of the measures 

employed to maintain or enhance the applicable conservation attributes.  

9.4.1.N - See P8.c2 indicators. 

 

                                                      
30 Refers to the Proforest classification for HVC 6, see glossary. 
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9.4.2.P - Whenever areas are identified as holding HCV attributes, the producer shall monitor the 

measures employed for its conservation.  

  

 

PRINCIPLE 10 – PLANTATIONS  

Plantations shall be planned and managed in accordance with Principles and Criteria 1 - 9 

and Principle 10 and its Criteria. While plantations can provide an array of social and 

economic benefits, and can contribute to satisfying the world's needs for forest products, 

they should complement the management of, reduce pressures on, and promote the 

restoration and conservation of natural forests.  

 

10.1. The management objectives of the plantation, including natural forest conservation 

and restoration objectives, shall be explicitly stated in the management plan, and clearly 

demonstrated in the implementation of the plan.  

10.1.1.P - Producers shall demonstrate the objectives of forest plantations and the requirements 

of C7.1 above  in their management plan.  

 

10.1.2.P - Natural forest conservation and restoration objectives shall include the identification and 

protection of rare, threatened and endangered species.  

 

10.1.3.P - Management practices shall be  compatible with the established objectives. 

Note: for this criterion users of the standard shall also take into account indicators under criterias 

5.6; 6.3; 7.1.and also 8.2 . 

 

10.2. The design and layout of plantations should promote the protection, restoration and 

conservation of natural forests, and not increase pressures on natural forests. Wildlife 

corridors, streamside zones and a mosaic of stands of different ages and rotation periods 

shall be used in the layout of the plantation, consistent with the scale of the operation. The 

scale and layout of plantation blocks shall be consistent with the patterns of forest stands 

found within the natural landscape. 

10.2.1.P - Producers shall allocate forest plantations so as not to damage the areas under 

environmental protection.  

 

10.2.2.P - The final cut of the stands of forest plantations, where possible and feasible, shall not 

be performed at the same time.  
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10.2.3.P - Where possible and feasible, actions shall be taken to promote connectivity between 

remnants of native vegetation.  

 

10.3. Diversity in the composition of plantations is preferred, so as to enhance economic, 

ecological and social stability. Such diversity may include the size and spatial distribution 

of management units within the landscape, number and genetic 

composition of species, age classes and structures.  

10.3.1.P - The plan adopted in the forest management of planted areas shall take into account the 

landscape, not only within the property but also of its surroundings, and when necessary promote 

the restoration of natural environments, ensuring the ecological sustainability of forest plantations.  

 

10.3.2.P - Where possible and feasible, the management of plantations shall maintain and / or 

enhance landscape diversity through the variation of species, genetic diversity and age class.  

  

10.4. The selection of species for planting shall be based on their overall suitability for the 

site and their appropriateness to the management objectives. In order to enhance the 

conservation of biological diversity, native species are preferred over exotic species in the 

establishment of plantations and the restoration of degraded ecosystems. Exotic species, 

which shall be used only when their performance is greater than that of native species, shall 

be carefully monitored to detect unusual mortality, disease, or insect outbreaks and 

adverse ecological impacts.  

10.4.1.P - The species selected for commercial planting shall be appropriate to the site and 

management objectives. 

 

10.4.2.P - There shall be a clear justification for the choice of species and genotypes chosen for 

the plantation, which takes into account the objectives of the plantation, and the climate, geology 

and soils at the planting sites.  

 

10.4.3.P - If there is a native species, which meets the management objectives, as well as an exotic 

species, the native species shall be selected in preference to the exotic species.  

 

10.4.4.P - There shall be a formal procedure for evaluating every site prior to planting to ensure 

that the species proposed for planting is suited to the site and to the objectives of management.   
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10.5. A proportion of the overall forest management area, appropriate to the scale of the 

plantation and to be determined in regional standards, shall be managed so as to restore 

the site to a natural forest cover.  

10.5.1.P - The indicators refer under 6.4 shall be adhered to by the forest manager of plantations. 

 
10.5.2.P - At least 10%, or even more in accordance with Brazilian Legislation, of the area of the 

FMU under assessment shall be managed so as to retain it as or restore it to the condition of 

natural forest appropriate to the locale of the FMU. This area shall be included in the identified 

conservation zones.  

See the note under C6.2 above.  

 

10.6. Measures shall be taken to maintain or improve soil structure, fertility, and biological 

activity. The techniques and rate of harvesting, road and trail construction and 

maintenance, and the choice of species shall not result in long term soil degradation or 

adverse impacts on water quality, quantity or substantial deviation from stream course 

drainage patterns.  

10.6.1.P - Producers shall adopt appropriate silvicultural techniques to conserve soil.  

 

10.6.2.P - Harvest and transportation activities shall be undertaken in order to minimize potential 

impacts to the soil.  

 

10.6.3.P - Harvest and transportation activities shall be undertaken in order to minimize potential 

impacts to water resources of the FMU. 

 

10.7. Measures shall be taken to prevent and minimize outbreaks of pests, diseases, fire 

and invasive plant introductions. Integrated pest management shall form an essential part 

of the management plan, with primary reliance on prevention and biological control 

methods rather than chemical pesticides and fertilizers. Plantation management should 

make every effort to move away from chemical pesticides and fertilizers, including their use 

in nurseries. The use of chemicals is also covered in Criteria 6.6 and 6.7.  

10.7.1.P - Producers shall monitor attacks of pests and diseases in their management areas, 

addressing these issues when necessary. 

 

10.7.2.P – Producers shall prevent and monitor the occurrence of fire in their management areas 

and, if necessary, fight the fire or report it to the nearest fire department.  
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10.7.3.P - Producers shall demonstrate their commitment to reduce the use and amount of 

chemicals in the FMU.  

 

Note: Consider the above indicators for pesticides, pests and diseases with the criteria below: 

Criterion 6.6, Criterion 6.7, 8.2, 8.4, for invasive species see Criterion 6.9, For fertilizers see 

Indicator 6.3. 

 

10.8. Appropriate to the scale and diversity of the operation, monitoring of plantations shall 

include regular assessment of potential on-site and off-site ecological and social impacts, 

(e.g. natural regeneration, effects on water resources and soil fertility, and impacts on local 

welfare and social well-being), in addition to those elements addressed in principles 8, 6 

and 4. No species should be planted on a large scale until local trials and/or experience 

have shown that they are ecologically well-adapted to the site, are not invasive, and do not 

have significant negative ecological impacts on other ecosystems. Special attention will be 

paid to social issues of land acquisition for plantations, especially the protection of local 

rights of ownership, use or access.  

10.8.1.P - The indicators refer to criteria 4.4, 6.1 and 8.2.   

  

10.9. Plantations established in areas converted from natural forests after November 1994 

normally shall not qualify for certification. Certification may be allowed in circumstances 

where sufficient evidence is submitted to the certification body that the manager/owner is 

not responsible directly or indirectly of such conversion.  

10.9.1.P - Forest plantations shall not occupy areas of natural forests and / or ecosystems of high 

conservation value converted after November 1994, except under conditions described in criterion 

6.10.  

 

10.9.2.P - There shall be clear evidence supported by social, environmental and economic 

stakeholders in the country concerned that the current owner/manager was neither directly nor 

indirectly responsible for the conversion. 

 

 

 

 
5 – GLOSSARY 
 
Biological control agents = living organisms used to eliminate or regulate the population of other 

living organisms. 
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Family farmer = in accordance with Law No. 11,326/06, family farmer is the producer who 

simultaneously meets the following requirements: 

1 does not hold, in any capacity, an area larger than four (4) fiscal modules; 

2 employs mostly labor of his own family in the economic activities of his enterprise or 

undertaking; 

3 has a minimum percentage of household income sourced from the economic activities of 

his enterprise or business, as defined by the Executive Branch; 

4 manages his enterprise or business together with his family. 

Also as beneficiaries of this Law: 

 Foresters who simultaneously meet all requirements of the main paragraph of this article, 

manage native or exotic forests and promote sustainable management of such 

environments; 

 

Pesticides = are chemicals used to prevent, combat or control a pest. By such definition, pests 

include: insects, ticks, spiders, rodents, fungi, bacteria, weeds or any other animal or vegetable life 

form detrimental to the health and well being of men, agriculture, livestock, the forest and its 

products and other raw materials.  

 

Apprentices = adolescents aged 14 to 18 years old who by law are allowed to work provided that 

under technical and professional training administered in accordance with the guidelines and 

bases of legislation in force, with the guarantee of access to education and compulsory school 

attendance (Statute of the Child and Adolescent, Law 8069/1999, Chapter V). 

 

Permanent Preservation Area (PPA) - for an area to be considered as permanent preservation 

area, its forests and other forms of vegetation shall necessary be located in accordance with the 

following conditions (according to the definition of the Law 4,771/65 replaced by Law n° 12.651 of 

May 25th 2012): 

 

a) for watercourses as of standards enumerated below: 

   1. 30 meters (thirty meters) for the watercourses that are less than 10 meters (ten meters) 

wide;  

              2. 50 meters (fifty meters) for watercourses that are 10 (ten) to 50 meters (fifty meters) 

wide;  

              3. 100 meters (one hundred meters) for watercourses that are 50 (fifty) to 200 m (two 

hundred meters) wide;  
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              4. 200 (two hundred meters) for watercourses that are 200 (two hundred) to 600 m (six 

hundred meters) wide;  

              5. 500 (five hundred meters) for watercourses that have a width exceeding 600 m (six 

hundred meters).  

b) around ponds, lakes or natural or artificial water reservoirs;  

c) in springs even if intermittent and in water bodies, whatever its topographical situation, within a 

minimum radius 50 meters (fifty meters) wide;  

d) at the top of the hills, mounts and mountains;  

e) at slopes or portions of slopes steeper than 45 °, equivalent to 100% in the line of maximum 

gradient;  

f) in sandbanks, fixing dunes or stabilizing mangroves;  

g) at the edges of plateaus, from the rupture line of the relief, in the range of not less than 100 m 

(one hundred meters) in horizontal projections;  

h) at altitudes above 1,800 m (one thousand eight hundred meters), whatever the vegetation. 

 

Legal Reserve Area (LR) = area located within a rural property, dedicated to permanent 

preservation, necessary for the sustainable use of natural resources, conservation and 

rehabilitation of ecological processes, conservation of biodiversity and protection of native fauna 

and flora, according to the definition of the Forest Code (Law no. 4,771/1965 replaced by Law n° 

12.651 of May 25th 2012). 

 

Regulamentory Normative 31/05 (NR 31) - which aims to establish the principles to be observed 

in the organization and work environment in order to make it compatible planning and 

development activities in agriculture, livestock, forestry, aquaculture and forestry with health and 

safety and environment the work. 

 

Environmental Protection Area = this terminology refers to the sum of permanent preservation 

and legal reserve areas present in the FMU. 

 

Degraded area = Natural area that suffered interference of anthropic (human) action and that no 

longer holds the original ecological function or can no longer maintain the economic function for 

which it was intended. 

 

Bordering areas = areas neighboring a specific object area. Bordering areas may be demarcated 

by imaginary lines, or even be determined by existing geographic or physical occurrences. 

 



 
FSC-STD-BRA-03-2013 V3-2 EN BRAZILIAN FSC STANDARD FOR SMALL AND LOW INTENSITY MANAGED 

FORESTS (SLIMF) 
All rights reserved FSC® Brasil (FSC®F000204) 

–48 of 110 – 

Impact assessment = process of identification and verification of the possible consequences of 

human action in course or proposed (See definition of Social and Environmental Impacts). 

 

"Aviamento" = dispensing of goods whereby the owner of the capital or the manager of the 

extractive company) organizes the forward sale of subsistence products for workers and/or 

extractive producers). A facility known as "shed" usually serves as point of sale, where prices are 

higher than the market. In addition, the workers (or extractive producers) become subjected to 

forced labor in exchange for the contracted debt.  

 

River basin = total area of drainage of (surface and groundwater) waters, that feed a specific 

network of rivers and their tributaries, forming micro basins. 

 

Chain of Custody = the channel through which products are distributed, from their origin in the 

forest to the processing area. 

 

Natural cycles = cycles of nutrients and minerals resulting from interactions between soil, water, 

plants and animals in forest environments, which affect the ecological productivity of a given site. 

 

CITES = Convention on International Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora in Danger of Extinction 

(document available at:  

http://www.ibama.gov.br/sisbio/legislacao.php?id_arq=24) 

 

Local or surrounding community = human group that resides in the areas adjacent to the FMU, 

in either rural or urban properties (such as districts, villages or neighborhoods of the municipality 

in which the FMU is located). 

 

Traditional community = culturally diverse groups that are recognized as such, that have their 

own forms of social organization, that occupy and use lands and natural resources as a condition 

for their cultural, social, religious, ancestral and economic reproduction, using knowledge, 

innovations and practices generated and transmitted by tradition. 

 

Ergonomic conditions = ideal set of interactions between man and other system elements, with 

the aim of improving human welfare.  

 

Connectivity = measure of the degree of interconnection between remnants of native vegetation 

resulting from the process of fragmentation of the landscape. 
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Traditional knowledge = information or individual or collective practices of an indigenous or local 

community, with actual or potential value, associated to genetic heritage (Provisional Measure No.  

2,186-16 / 2001). 

 

Forestry Support Contract = partnership system between the forest producer and a forestry 

company which establishes an agreement that guarantees the purchase of wood, at the end of the 

cycle, by such company. Typically, in such partnerships, the establishment of forest plantation is 

carried out under the aid of the supporting company (supply of seedlings, inputs and technical 

assistance). 

 

Temporary employment contract = agreement between the employee and employer, 

necessarily in written form, which shall expressly contain the reason justifying the demand for 

temporary work, as well as procedures for payment of services rendered. Such may not exceed 

three months, unless an authorization is granted by the local body of the Ministry of Labor and 

Social Security (see description of Temporary Work). 

 

Biological Diversity Convention = available at 

http://www.mma.gov.br/port/sbf/chm/cdb/decreto1.html 

 

Forest Conversion = change in land use, through the conversion of the area with the presence 

of native vegetation into agricultural or forestry plantations. 

 

Criterion = a means of judging whether or not a principle has been fully complied with. A criterion 

adds meaning and functionality to the principle without constituting itself a measure of 

performance. "A category of conditions or processes by which forest management may be 

assessed. The criterion is characterized by a set of related indicators that are monitored 

periodically" Adapted from Montreal - The Process. 

 

Obligation = to hold an obligation, moral commitment or need for something. 

 

Customary rights = rights resulting from a long series of habitual or customary actions, constantly 

repeated, which have, by their repetition and uninterrupted acquiescence, acquired the force of 

law within a given geographical or sociological unit. The customary right is acquired simultaneously 

by self-recognition, external recognition, added to a set of characteristics that differentiate the 

community from its surroundings.  

http://www.mma.gov.br/port/sbf/chm/cdb/decreto1.html
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Rights of use = rights of use of forest resources that may be defined by local custom, mutual 

agreements, or prescribed by other entities with rights of access. Such rights may restrict the use 

of certain resources to specific levels of consumption or to specific harvesting techniques.  

 

Biological diversity = the variety of living organisms of all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, 

marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part: which 

includes diversity within a species, between species and between ecosystems. (Biological 

Diversity Convention, 1992).  

 

Scope = total area defined by the organization or by forest producers, which shall be submitted to 

the certification process. 

 

Ecosystem = a collection of communities of plants and animals and their physical environments 

functioning together as an interdependent unit. 

 

Surrounding = location adjacent or close to the Forest Management Unit, which can be influenced 

by or influence management activities. 

 

IPE = Individual Protective Equipment, is any means or device for personal use to protect the 

worker's physical integrity during work activities. 

 

Scale and intensity of forest management = Scale refers to the size of the forest management 

enterprise, i.e., whether the FMU is small, medium or large. It is directly related to the total area of 

the FMU. Intensity refers to the amount of cubic meters collected and removed from the FMU. 

 

Threatened species = any species that might in the foreseeable future become extinct or be in 

danger of extinction, in the entirety or a significant part of its occurrence area. 

 

Endangered species = any species that may become extinct in the foreseeable future if the causal 

factors resulting in the threat continue operating throughout the entirety or a significant part of its 

area of occurrence. 

 

Endemic species = native and restricted species occurring within a specific geographical area. 

 

Exotic species = species introduced, not native to the referred area.  
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Native species = species that occurs naturally in the region. 

 

Rare Species = species whose populations are not numerous, but that does not fall into the 

"endangered" or "vulnerable" categories. 

 

Vegetative Structures = vegetative structure means a variety of plant parts such as stems, roots, 

bark, and apical buds (the primary growth point at the tip of the stem). This vast array of NTFP is 

regularly harvested for use as food, medicine and construction materials. The impact of the 

exploration of the plant tissues will depend on the growth of the plant and the exploration's 

technique and intensity. Intense and uncontrollable exploration of vegetative structures may result 

in plant death. However, with the proper harvesting techniques, plants may recover from damage 

due to exploitation of the leaves, buds and twigs, due to compensatory growth. This may result in 

higher biomass production when compared to undisturbed plants. The ability to produce a larger 

quantity of biomass or to maintain it stable depends on: i) harvesting techniques; ii) intensity of 

exploitation and iii) forms of plant growth (Tropenbos, 1995; Peters, 1994).  

 

Exudates = plants produce many useful exudates such as latex, resins, oils and gums. Exudates 

are commonly used as sealants, medicine, food and in industrial applications. The harvest of 

exudates may be conducted by collection, perforations or incisions made in the tree bark. The 

impact of such type of collection is determined case by case, and may reference the maturity of 

the plant and the frequency and intensity of collection, as well as the mortality rate of plants 

connected to the technique applied. If properly conducted, the extraction shall not kill the explored 

tree. However, excessive perforation, or tree felling to enable collection of exudates will result in 

the death of the individual. Perforations at moderate intensity in a tree may decrease its force by 

the diversion of energy needed to produce seeds to be used in the production of latex. When an 

exudate is extracted, the physiological demands of the tree to produce latex or oil-resin will further 

compete with the ecological necessity of producing seed and performing its physiological activities 

(Peters, 1994).   

 

High Conservation Value Forest = forests which possess one or more of the following, in 

accordance with the classification set forth by Proforest: 

HCV 1 - Areas containing significant concentrations of biodiversity values in global, regional or 

national level (e.g. endemism, endangered species, biodiversity refuges). 

HCV 2  - Extensive forest areas, in a global regional or national relevance scale, where viable 

populations of most or all natural species occur in natural patterns of distribution and abundance. 
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HCV 3 - Areas within, or containing rare, threatened or endangered ecosystems. 

HCV 4 - Areas that provide basic environmental services in situations of extreme importance (e.g. 

protection of river basins, erosion control). 

HCV 5 - Areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of local communities (e.g. subsistence, health). 

HCV 6 - Areas of extreme importance to the cultural identity of traditional communities (areas of 

cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance identified in conjunction with such 

communities). 

 

Native forest = forest area where most of the major physical and biological characteristics and 

key elements of the original ecosystems such as complexity, structure and diversity are present. 

 

Fragment = remnant of an ecosystem isolated by anthropogenic and / or natural barriers. 

 

Ecological functions = characterized as the function performed by an ecosystem, including 

processes such as productivity, nutrient conservation and regulation of hydrological cycles. 

 

Geo-referencing = consists of a description of a rural property as of its characteristics, limits and 

boundaries, through the coordinates of the defining vertices geo-referenced to the Brazilian 

geodetic system, with positional accuracy determined by INCRA. 

 

Environmental impact = any change in the physical, chemical and biological properties of the 

environment, beneficial or otherwise, resulting from the activities, products or services connected 

to a forest management operation. 

 

Social impact = any change in the environment resulting from activities, products or services 

connected to forest management operation that directly or indirectly affects: health, safety and 

welfare of the population surrounding the FMU. 

 

Indicators = quantitative or qualitative variable which can be measured or described, and which 

provides a means of judging whether a forest management unit complies with the requirements of 

a given FSC criterion. Indicators define the requirements to be met by the persons in charge of 

forest management and are the main assessment basis of the forest. 

 

Integrity of the forest management unit = the composition, dynamics, function and structural 

attributes of a forest plantation. 
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Forest Inventory = it constitutes the basis for use of forest resources planning, and it enables the 

characterization of a given area and the qualitative and quantitative knowledge of the species 

comprised in it. 

 

ITTA = International Tropical Timber Agreement (International Tropical Timber Agreement) 

(http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/entri/texts/ITTA.1994.txt.html available in English). 

 

Local laws = include all legal norms set forth by government agencies whose jurisdiction is lower 

than national, such as municipal, district and customary. 

 

Long term = the time scale adopted by the owner (holder of ownership title or manager) of the 

forest area, according to the objectives of the management plan, harvest rate and commitment to 

maintain a permanent forest cover. The period involved will vary according to context and 

ecological conditions. Furthermore, it shall be determined by the time required for a given 

ecosystem to recover its natural structure and composition, after harvesting or disorders, or time 

necessary for such ecosystem to reach maturity conditions or primary characteristics.  

 

Forest Management = forest management aiming to achieve economic and social benefits, 

seeking to protect the mechanisms of environmental sustainability of the ecosystems under 

management. 

 

Regulation Norm No.31 (NR 31) = Work Safety and Health Regulation Norm for work in 

agriculture, livestock, forestry and aquaculture according to the Ordinance n.86 as of March 3, 

2005. 

 

ILO = International Labor Organization (available at http://www.oitbrasil.org.br/normas.php ) 

 

Genetically modified organisms = biological organisms that have been induced by various 

means to constitute structural genetic changes, which would not occur naturally or spontaneously. 

 

Landscape = portion of the territory defined in terms of legal or geomorphological elements. It may 

include one or more basins or part of river basins. It includes the physical, biological and human 

components contained within that portion of the territory.  

 

http://www.oitbrasil.org.br/normas.php
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Natural landscape = a geographical mosaic composed of interactive ecosystems, resulting from 

the influence of geological, topographic, edaphic (soil), climatic, biotic and human interactions 

within a given area. 

 

Stakeholders = individuals and organizations holding a legitimate interest in goods and services 

provided by an FMU, and those with an interest in environmental and social effects generated by 

the activities, products or services promoted by the FMU. These include individuals and 

organizations engaged in environmental control over the FMU, local people, employees, investors, 

insurers, customers, consumers, parties interested in the environment, consumer associations and 

the general public (Modified from Upton and Bass, 1995). 

 

Small producer = forest producers are defined as small when holding a forest management unit 

up to 480 ha, including protected areas (Permanent Preservation and Legal Reserve Areas) and 

infrastructure (road, facilities, areas unsuitable for planting, etc.). 

 

Forest Management Plan (FMP) = the forest management plan is a written document based on 

proper technical criteria, in accordance with environmental legislation and other national laws 

available. The Management Plan refers to the planning of forest activities in the management unit 

as a whole.  

 

Plan of Use of the Area = document that regulates the use of a particular territory. 

 

Annual Operating Plan (AOP) = document to be submitted to the competent environmental 

authority, containing the information established in its technical guidelines, with the specification 

of activities to be performed within a 12-month period. 

 

Forest plantation = areas with forest species resulting from human activity either by planting or 

seeding, with or without intensive silvicultural treatments. 

 

Invasive plants = plant species that have high survivability and colonization of space, usually with 

rapid growth and development, occupying niches of other species through its mechanisms of 

natural regeneration. 

 

Indigenous population or indigenous peoples = the existing descendants of the peoples who 

wholly or partially inhabited the current territory of a country, at the time when people from different 

cultures or ethnic origins arrived therein, coming from other parts of the world, to subdue such 



 
FSC-STD-BRA-03-2013 V3-2 EN BRAZILIAN FSC STANDARD FOR SMALL AND LOW INTENSITY MANAGED 

FORESTS (SLIMF) 
All rights reserved FSC® Brasil (FSC®F000204) 

–55 of 110 – 

people, and through conquest, settlement or other means reduced them to a non-dominant or 

colonial situation; people who today live more strongly in accordance with their social, economic 

and cultural customs and traditions, than with institutions of the country of which they are now part, 

under a State structure which mainly incorporates the national, social and cultural characteristics 

of other segments of the population which are predominant (Working definition adopted by the UN 

Work Group). 

 

Traditional population = human group, including remnants of Quilombo communities, 

distinguished by its cultural conditions, which is organized traditionally by successive generations 

and its own customs, preserving its social and economic institutions. 

 

Tenure = fact or law that indicates socially defined agreements entered into by individuals or 

groups, recognized by legal statutes or customs relating to the "set of rights and obligations" 

connected to the ownership, occupation, access and/or use of a particular area unit or its 

associated resources (such as individual trees, plant species, water or mineral resources, among 

others). There are situations where possession of an area is taken with the intention to work on it, 

which may be an individual act (family) or social (community) act.  

 

Pests = Living organisms (usually insects, fungi, bacteria and viruses) that by using plants as a 

food source or as a host, modify their normal rate of growth and development in sufficient degree 

to cause economic damage to forest plantations. 

 

Principle = rule or essential element; in the case of FSC, a rule or an essential element of forest 

management.  

 

Precautionary Principle = preventive measures applied by the manager, according to his 

capabilities, so that the environment is protected. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible 

damage, the lack of full scientific certainty shall not be deemed a reason for postponing cost-

effective measures to prevent environmental degradation. (Adapted from Principle 15 of Rio 

Declaration on Environment and Development as of June 1992). 

 

Local Processing = the primary processing of forest raw material at the location where it was 

harvested within the forest management unit. 
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Ecological Processes = processes by which forest ecosystems retain their structure and 

dynamics, including regeneration following natural disturbances and harvesting of forest products, 

and ensuring the production of environmental services. 

 

Ecological productivity = all products of vegetable or animal origin obtained from the forest 

except the wood. 

 

Producer = he and his family who cultivates agricultural or forest products, or manufactures 

articles of consumption out of raw materials, or that promotes such cultivation or manufacture. 

 

Non Timber Forest Products (NTFPs) are resources / biological products other than wood that 

may be obtained from the forests for subsistence and / or commercialization. They may come from 

natural, primary or secondary forests, planted forests and / or agroforestry systems. NTFPs 

describe a wide range of products including medicinal plants, fibers, resins, types of latex, oils, 

gums, fruits, nuts, foods, spices, dyes, construction materials, rattan, bamboo and hunting. This 

document refers only to plant products that may be obtained from various organisms and plant 

parts, including reproductive propagules, plant exudates, and vegetative structures such as roots 

and bark. (Peters, 1994).  

 

Chemicals = the range of fertilizers, insecticides, herbicides, fungicides and hormones  

 

Reproductive propagules = the reproductive propagules of a plant, its fruits, leaves, stolons, 

rhizomes and seeds, which are often collected for use as food, oil, pharmaceuticals and crafts. 

The collection of reproductive propagules may in the short term represent the smallest damage to 

NTFPs as the population produces more offspring (seeds) and immature individuals (seedlings, 

juvenile trees) than is necessary to keep its number of reproductive adults.  Excess seeds are 

needed to offset the extremely high risk of mortality during the juvenile stage. The continuous 

removal of significant amounts of descendants, however, may directly affect the ability of the plant 

to reproduce.  In the long-term, mortality may exceed recruitment. A small drop in recruitment may 

cause a noticeable change in population structure, resulting in a decrease of density and modifying 

the structure of size classes.  Continuous exploitation may also affect the genetic composition of 

the population of trees under exploitation. Moreover, in areas where commercial collectors 

decrease the amount of fruits and seeds, frugivores, which play a critical role in the germination 

and seed dispersion, may migrate to more isolated forests (Peters, 1994).  
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Recovery = Process by which an ecosystem is managed in order to restore one or more functions 

and services of the forest. 

 

Regeneration = results from natural processes of succession, after total or partial suppression of 

vegetation by anthropic action or natural causes, and may be driven by management activities or 

naturally. 

 

Person in charge of forest management = a person or group responsible for the operation and 

management of the forest resource and enterprise, as well as the system and structure of 

management, planning and field activities. The terms herein refer to the owner of the land, the 

holder of land tenure, and the person legally responsible for the forest management unit, all of 

which may be a company, a producer or a community organization.  

 

Restoration = process whereby a degraded forest ecosystem or a wild population are managed 

in order to resemble as much as possible their original structure and shape. 

 

Forest Services = intangible products of forest areas, or products difficult to measure, useful to 

men, such as carbon sequestration, regulation of water runoff, among others. 

 

Forestry = cultivation and maintenance of a forest by manipulating the vegetation establishment, 

composition and growth aiming to better meet the objectives of its owner. Which may or may not 

include timber production. 

 

SLIMF (Small and Low Intensity Managed Forests) = The forest management unit that meets 

specific FSC requirements related to size and / or intensity of impact. 

 

Succession = progressive changes in the species composition and structure of the forest caused 

by natural processes (without human intervention) over time. 

 

Indigenous lands and territories = lands traditionally occupied by indigenous peoples, where 

they live permanently or periodically, used for productive activities, essential to the preservation of 

environmental resources necessary for their well being and for their physical and cultural 

reproduction according to their uses, customs and tradition. 

 

Types of Procedures = for means of assessment, procedures may be considered as the following: 

written text, design, layout or oral account of producers. 
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Forest worker = every worker active in any of the forest management activities. It may be the 

producer himself (see family farmer), an employee or a third party (hired only for a certain activity). 

 

Rural worker = any individual who, within a rural property or facility, provides non-eventual 

services to rural employers, under the latter's dependence and by means of salary (Law No. 

5.889/1973). 

 

Family Labor = characterized when forest management, in addition to the rural producer, also 

comprises mostly labor from the producer's own family in forest activities. 

 

Arduous work = any work that requires constant attention and supervision above the ordinary. 

According to Oliveira (2002) the following may be regarded as arduous work:  

a)       Physical exertion in the lifting, transportation, handling, loading and unloading of 

objects, materials, products and parts; 

b)       Awkward, vicious and stressful postures; 

c)       Repetitive efforts; 

d)      Alternating periods of sleeping and waking or feeding; 

e)       Use of personal protective equipment that prevent the full exercise of physiological 

functions such as touch, hearing, breathing, vision, attention, leading to physical and 

mental overload; 

f)        Excessive attention or concentration; 

g)       Contact with the public which leads to psychological wear; 

h)      Direct care of people involving first aid, treatment and rehabilitation activities that 

result in psychological wear; 

i)         Working directly with people in care, development and education activities that lead 

to mental and physical wear; 

j)         Confinement or isolation; 

k)       Direct contact with repugnant substances, objects or situations, human and animal 

cadavers; 

l)         Work in direct capture and sacrifice of animals. 

 

Temporary work = provided by an individual to a company or other individual, to meet the need 

for temporary replacement of permanent personnel or for an extraordinary increase in services 

(Law No. 6.019/1974). 
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Forest Management Unit (FMU) = area, continuous or not, defined and subject to forest 

management, by the person in charge of the forest management unit, corresponding or not to the 

total area of the property or possession, including facilities, production areas (forest plantations) 

and protected areas (permanent preservation and legal reserve areas on the property), that is, the 

management activities. 

Note: For forest plantations the total area of 480 hectares is the maximum allowable for actual 

planting, however permanent preservation areas and legal reserves, added to actual planting 

areas, may not exceed a total of 1000 hectares.  

 

Annual Production Unit (APU) = subdivision of Forest Management Area, intended to be 

exploited within a year. 

 

Viable = Any operation or activity considered feasible by technical and / or economic means. 

 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 1 - LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS  
 
APU - Annual Production Unit 

CITES - Convention on International Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora in Danger of Extinction 

FMU - Forest Management Unit 

HCV - High Conservation Value Forest 

ILO - International Labour Organization 

ITTA - International Agreement On Tropical Timber 

IPE - Individual Protective Equipment 

LR - Legal Reserve  

NTFP - Non Timber Forest Products  

NR 31 – Regulamentory Normative 31 

PPA – Permanent Protected Area 

SLIMF  - Small and Low Intensity Managed Forests 

 
 
APPENDIX 2 - LIST OF KEY LAWS APPLIED TO FOREST IN BRAZIL 
 

Environmental and Forestry Law 
  

 Law No. 5870/73 - Adds paragraph in article 26 of Law No. 4771 as of September 15, 1965, 
establishing the new Forest Code, replaced by Law n° 12.651 of May 25th 2012. 
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 Law No. 7653/88 - Amends the wording of the arts. 18, 27, 33 and 34 of Law No. 5197 of 
January 3, 1967, which provides for the protection of wildlife, and other measures. 
 

 Law No. 8974/95 - Regulates items II and V of paragraph 1 of art. 225 of the Federal 
Constitution, establishes standards for the use of genetic engineering and environmental 
release of genetically modified organisms, authorizing the Executive Branch to create, within 
the Presidency, the National Biosafety Technical Commission, and other measures. 
 

 Law No. 10165/00 - Environmental Control and Monitoring Fee - Amendment to Law 6938 as 
of August 31, 1981, which provides for the National Environmental Policy, its aims, formulation 
mechanisms and implementation, and other measures. 
 

 Law No. 11428/06 - Provides for the use and protection of native vegetation in the Atlantic 
Forest Biome, and other measures. 
 

 Law No. 11326/06 - National Family Farming Policy 
 

 Law No. 12651/06 - as of May 25, 2012 - Provides for the protection of native vegetation; 
amends Laws Nos. 6938 as of August 31, 1981, 9393, as of December 19, 1996, and 11428 
as of December 22, 2006; repeals Laws No. 4771 as of September 15, 1965, and 7754 as of 
April 14, 1989, and Provisional Measure No. 2166-67 as of August 24, 2001; and other 
measures. 
 
 

Normative Instructions - MMA 
  

 Normative Instruction No. 003/03 - Recognizes as species of Brazilian fauna threatened with 
extinction those on the list annexed to this Instruction, considering only amphibians, birds, 
terrestrial invertebrates, mammals and reptiles. 
 

 Normative Instruction No. 005/04 - Recognizes as endangered species and overexploited 
species, or species threatened with overexploitation, aquatic invertebrates and fish comprised 
in the Annexes of this Normative Instruction. 
 

 Normative Instruction No. 008/04 - The planting and conduction of forest species, native or 
exotic, with the aim to produce and cut, within areas of agriculture and livestock production 
which are altered, underutilized or abandoned, located outside of Permanent Preservation and 
Legal Reserve Areas, are exempted from submission of project design and technical 
inspection. 
 

 Normative Instruction No. 052/05 - Amendment to Annexes I and II of the MMA Normative 
Instruction No. 05, as of May 21, 2004. 
 

 Normative Instruction No. 006/08 - as recognized species of flora threatened with extinction 
those listed in Annex I and recognized as species of flora disabled those data listed in Annex 
II of this Instruction. 

 
 

 Normative Instructions - Instituto Chico Mendes  
de Conservação Da Biodiversidade 
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 Normative Instruction No. 01, as of September 18, 2007, Disciplines guidelines, norms and 
procedures for the preparation of the Participatory Management Plan for the Federal 
Conservation Unit of categories Extractive Reserve and Sustainable Development Reserve. 
 

 Normative Instruction No. 09, April 28, 2010. Establishes procedures for obtaining 
Authorization of Suppression of Vegetation within the National Forests for the execution of 
works, plans, activities and projects of public utility or social interest, as well as for alternative 
use of land, under circumstances set forth by Law No. 9985, as of July 18, 2000, by the act of 
creation of the Conservation Unit and by its respective Management Plan. 
 

 Normative Instruction No. 16, as of August 4, 2011, Regulates, under the Institute Chico 
Mendes, guidelines and administrative procedures for the approval of the community 
Sustainable Forest Management Plan (SFMP) for the exploitation of timber resources within 
Extractive Reserve, Sustainable Development Reserve and National Forest. 

  
 

Normative Instructions - IBAMA 
  

 Normative Instruction No. 169/2008 - Establishes and standardizes the categories of use 
and management of wild animals in captivity in Brazil, to meet sociocultural, scientific research, 
conservation, exhibition, maintenance, breeding, reproduction, commercialization, 
slaughtering and processing of products and by-products purposes contained in the Federal 
Technical Registry (CTF) of Potentially Polluting Activities or Users of Natural Resources. 
 

 Normative Instruction No. 4, as of September 8, 2009.Provides for technical procedures for 
the use of vegetation within the Legal Reserve under a sustainable forest management 
system, and other measures. 

  
 
 

Normative Instructions CTNBio  
(National Technical Commission on Biosafety) 

  
 Normative Instruction No. 16/98 - Provides for standards for the development and 

presentation of maps and sketches required for planned release of genetically modified 
organisms - GMOs - in the environment. 
 

 Normative Instruction No. 17/98 - Provides for regulations governing the activities of 
importing, commercialization, transportation, storage, handling, consumption, release and 
disposal of products derived from GMOs. 

 
 

 
 Regulamentory Instructions – Ministery of Work and Employ 

 
 Regulamentory Normative 31/05 - wich aims to establish the principles to be observed in the 

organization and work environment in order to make it compatible planning and development 
activities in agriculture, livestock, forestry, aquaculture and forestry with health and safety and 
environment the work. 
 

 
Decrees 
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 Decree No. 1.298/94 - Approves the National Forests Regulation, and provides other 
measures. 
 

 Decree No. 2.120/97 - Provides new wording to the arts. 5, 6, 10 and 11 of Decree No. 99.274 
as of June 6, 1990, which regulates the Laws Nos. 6902 as of April 27, 1981, and 6938 as of 
August 31, 1981. 
 

 Decree No. 3.179/99 - Regulates Law no. 9605/98 (Environmental Crimes) - Provides for the 
specification of penalties for conduct and activities harmful to the environment, and other 
measures. 
 

 Decree No. 3.942/01 - Provides new wording to the arts. 4, 5, 6, 7, 10 and 11 of Decree No. 
99274 as of June 6, 1990. 
 

 Decree No. 4.339/02 - Establishes principles and guidelines for implementation of the National 
Biodiversity Policy. 

 Decree No. 4.340/02 - Regulates articles of Law 9985 as of July 18, 2000, which establishes 
the National System of Conservation of Nature Units - SNUC, and other measures. 
 

 Decree No. 4.382/02 - Regulates taxation, auditing, collection and administration of the Rural 
Property Territorial Tax - ITR. 
 

 Decree No. 4.613/03 - Regulates the National Water Resources Council, and other measures. 
 

 Decree No. 6.040/07 - Establishes the National Policy for Sustainable Development of 
Traditional Peoples and Communities. 
  

 Decree No. 6.469/08 - Adopts the Recommendation No. 007 as of May 28, 2008, of the 
National Environmental Council - CONAMA. 
 

 Decree No. 6.514/08 - Provides for offenses and administrative penalties to the environment, 
establishes the federal administrative procedure for calculation of such offenses, and other 
measures 

 Decree No. 6.686/08 - Amends and adds provisions to Decree No. 6514 as of July 22, 2008, 
which provides for offenses and administrative penalties to the environment and establishes 
the federal administrative procedure for calculation of such offenses. 
 

 Unnumbered Decree /08 - Establishes the Management Committee of the Sustainable 
Amazon Plan - CGPAS. 
 

 Decree No. 6.792/09 - Amends and adds provisions to Decree No. 99.274 as of June 6, 1990, 
to provide for the composition and performance of the National Environmental Council - 
CONAMA. 

 
 
 

CONAMA Resolutions 
  

 Resolution No. 411/09 - Provides for procedures for inspection of industries which consume 
or process forest timber products and byproducts of native origin, and their naming patterns 
and coefficients of volumetric income, including charcoal and sawmill waste. 
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 Resolution No. 417/09 - Provides for basic parameters for definition of primary vegetation 
and successional stages of secondary vegetation of Sandbanks in the Atlantic Forest and 
other measures. 
 

 Resolution No. 420/09 - Provides for criteria and guiding values of soil quality as of the 
presence of chemicals and establishes guidelines for environmental management of areas 
contaminated by these substances due to anthropic activities. 
 

 Resolution No. 423/10 - Provides for basic parameters for identification and analysis of 
primary vegetation and successional stages of secondary vegetation in Altitude Fields 
associated or comprised by the Atlantic Forest. 
 

 Resolution No. 425/10 - Provides for criteria for the characterization of activities and 
sustainable agriculture projects of family farmers, family rural entrepreneurs, and traditional 
peoples and communities, as social interest for the purposes of production, intervention and 
recovery of Permanent Preservation Areas and other limited-use areas. 
 

 Resolution No. 428/10 - Provides, under the environmental permit on the authorization of the 
agency responsible for the management of the Conservation Unit (CU), mentioned in 
paragraph 3 of article 36 of Law No. 9985 as of July 18, 2000, as well as the agency 
responsible for the management of the UC in the case of environmental licensing of 
enterprises not subject to EIA-RIMA, and other measures. 
 

 Resolution No. 429/11 - Provides for the recovery of Permanent Preservation Areas - PPAs. 
  

 
Provisional Measures 

  
 Provisional Measure No. 571, as of May 25, 2012 - Amends Law 12651, as of May 25, 2012 , 

which provides for the protection of native vegetation; amends Laws Nos. 6938 as of August 
31, 1981, 9393, as of December 19, 1996, and 11428 as of December 22, 2006; repeals Laws 
No. 4771 as of September 15, 1965, and 7754 as of April 14, 1989, and Provisional Measure 
No. 2166-67 as of August 24, 2001; and other measures. 

  
 

Ordinances 
  

 Ordinance No. 006-N/92 - Recognizes the Official List of Species of Endangered Brazilian 
Flora, adding a species (Astronium fraxinifolium) to the list published by IBAMA Ordinance No. 
37-N, as of April 3, 1992. 
 

 Ordinance No. 220/03 - Establishes the Committee on Environmental Policy Integration - 
CIPAM. 
 

 Ordinance No. 319/03 - Establishes the minimum requirements for the accreditation, 
registration, certification, qualification, experience and professional training of environmental 
auditors to perform specified environmental audits. 
 

 Ordinance No. 290/04 - Provides for the rules governing the Permanent Technical Chamber 
of Endangered Species and Species Overexploited or Threatened with Overexploitation. 
 

 Ordinance No. 182/06 - Creates within the Biodiversity and Forests Secretary - SBF, in 
advisory capacity, the Brazilian Forum for Zero Extinction. 
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 Ordinance No. 354/06 - Establishes Working Group to propose policies, programs, 

instruments and actions aimed to encourage the restoration and preservation of permanent 
preservation areas - PPAs; propose strategies and instruments for monitoring the PPAs; plan 
the activities to be developed for the national campaign "Vamos cuidar das APPs". 
 

 Ordinance No. 357/06 - Establish, under the Ministry of the Environment, a Permanent 
Committee in order to suggest procedures for articulation and integration of actions and related 
issues of the National Environment Council, CONAMA and the Water Resources National 
Council -CNRH . 
 

 Ordinance No. 590/07 - Appoint representatives of agencies and entities, appointed by 
holders, to compose the Permanent Committee of articulation and integration of the National 
Environment Council, CONAMA and the Water Resources National Council - CNRH, 
established by Ordinance No. 357, as of November 18, 2006. 
 

 Ordinance No. 316/09 - Provides for the instruments of implementation of the National 

Biodiversity Policy aimed at the conservation and recovery of endangered species. 

 
 
APPENDIX 3 - LIST OF MULTILATERAL AGREEMENTS AND ILO CONVENTIONS RATIFIED 
BY BRAZIL 
 
 

Table 3 - Multilateral Agreements and ILO Conventions Ratified by Brazil 

(in bold, those that apply directly to forest producers) 

Number Convention 

06 Night Work by Minors in Industry, promulgated by Decree no. 423 as of 

December 12, 1935. 

11 Right to Unionize in Agriculture, promulgated by Decree no. 41,721 as of 

June 25, 1957. 

12 Compensation for Accident at Work in Agriculture, promulgated by Decree 

no. 41,721 as of June 25, 1957. 

14 Weekly Rest in Industry, ratified on April 25, 1957, promulgated by Decree no. 

41,721 as of June 25, 1957; that of January 5, 1949, does not apply. 

16 Medical Examination of Minors in Maritime Labor, promulgated by Decree no. 

1,398, as of January 19, 1937.  

19 Equal Treatment, promulgated by Decree no. 41,721 as of June 25, 1957. 

21 Inspection of Emigrants on Board of Ships, promulgated by Legislative Decree 

no. 20, as of June 18, 1965. 
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22 Contract of Engagement of Seamen, promulgated by Legislative Decree no. 20, 

as of June 18, 1965. 

26 Methods for Minimum Wage Fixing, promulgated by Legislative Decree no. 24, 

as of May 29, 1965. 

29 Forced or Compulsory Labor, promulgated by Decree no. 41,721 as of June 

25, 1957. 

42 Professional Indemnity for Illness (revised), promulgated by Decree no. 

1,361, as of January 12, 1937.  

45 Employment of Women on Underground Work of Mines, promulgated by Decree 

no. 3,233 as of November 3, 1938. 

53 Certificates of Capacity of Merchant Navy Officers, promulgated by Decree-Law 

no. 477 as of June 8, 1938. 

81 Labor Inspection in Industry and Commerce promulgated by Decree no. 41,721 

as of June 25, 1957. 

88 Organization of the Employment Service, promulgated by Decree no. 41,721 as 

of June 25, 1957. 

89 Night Work of Women in Industry (revised), promulgated by Decree no. 41,721 

as of May 25, 1957. 

92 Accommodation of Crews (revised), promulgated by Decree no. 36,378 as of 

October 22, 1954. 

94 Work Clauses in Contracts of Public Agencies, promulgated by Decree no. 

58,818 as of July 14, 1966. 

95 Protection of Wages, promulgated by Decree no. 41,721 as of June 25, 

1957. 

97 Migrant Workers (revised), promulgated by Decree no. 58,819 as of July 14, 

1966 

98 Right to Unionization and Collective Bargaining, promulgated by Decree 

no. 33,196 as of June 29, 1953 

99 Methods of Minimum Wage Fixing in Agriculture, promulgated by Decree 

no. 41,721 as of June 25, 1957. 

100 Equal Remuneration for Men and Women Workers for Work of Equal Value, 

promulgated by Decree no. 41,721 as of June 25, 1957. 

102 Minimum Standards of Social Security promulgated by Legislative Decree no. 

269 as of November 19, 2008. 

103 Support of Motherhood (review) 
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104 Abolition of Penal Sanctions in Indigenous Labor, promulgated by Decree 

no. 58,821 as of July 14, 1966. 

105 Abolition of Forced Labor, promulgated by Decree no. 58,822 as of July 14, 

1966. 

106 Weekly Rest in Commerce and Offices, promulgated by Decree no. 58,823 as 

of July 14, 1965. 

111 Discrimination in Respect of Employment and Occupation, promulgated 

by Decree no. 62,150 as of January 19, 1968. 

113 Medical Examination of Fishermen, promulgated by Decree no. 58,827 as of July 

14, 1966. 

115 Protection against radiation, promulgated by Decree no. 62,151 as of January 

19, 1968.  

117 Objectives and Basic Standards of Social Policy, promulgated by Decree no. 

66,496 as of April 27, 1970. 

118 Equal Treatment of Brazilians and Foreigners in matters of Social Security, 

promulgated by Decree no. 66,497 as of April 27, 1970. 

119 Protection of Machinery, promulgated by Decree no. 1,255, as of 

September 24, 1994. 

120 Hygiene in Commerce and Offices, promulgated by Decree no. 66,498 as of 

April 27, 1970. 

122 Employment Policy, promulgated by Decree no. 66,499 as of April 27, 1970. 

124 Medical Examination of Adolescents for Underground Work in Mines, 

promulgated by Decree no. 67,342 as of October 5, 1970. 

125 Certificates of Capacity of Fisherman, promulgated by Decree no. 67,341 as of 

October 5, 1970. 

126 Accommodation on Board of Fishing Vessels, promulgated by Decree no. 2,420 

as of December 16, 1997. 

127 Maximum Weight of Loads, promulgated by Decree no. 67,339 as of 

October 5, 1970. 

131 Minimum Wage Fixing, especially in developing countries, promulgated by 

Decree no. 89,686 as of May 22, 1984. 

132 Remunerated Holidays (Revised), promulgated by Decree no. 3,197 as of 

October 5, 1999. 

133 Accommodation on board of vessels (supplementary provisions), promulgated 

by Decree no. 1, 257, as of September 29, 1994. 
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134 Prevention of occupational accidents for seafarers, promulgated by Legislative 

Decree no. 43, as of April 10, 1995. 

135 Protection of Workers' Representatives, promulgated by Decree no. 131, as of 

May 22, 1991. 

136 Protection against risks of poisoning from benzene, promulgated by Decree no. 

1,253, as of September 27, 1994. 

137 Port work, promulgated by Decree no. 1,574, as of June 31, 1995. 

138 Minimum age for admission, promulgated by Decree no. 4,134, as of 

February 15, 2002. 

139 Prevention and control of occupational hazards caused by carcinogenic 

substances or agents, promulgated by Decree no. 157 as of June 2, 1991. 

140 Paid educational leave, promulgated by Decree no. 1,298, as of September 

29, 1994. 

141 Organizations of rural workers, promulgated by Decree no. 1,703 as of 

December 17, 1995. 

142 Human resources development, promulgated by Decree no. 98,656 as of 

December 21, 1989. 

144 Tripartite consultations on international labor standards, promulgated by Decree 

no. 2,518, as of March 12, 1998. 

145 Continued employment of seafarer, promulgated by Decree no. 128 as of May 

22, 1991. 

146 Convention relating to paid annual leave for seafarers promulgated by Decree 

no. 3,168, as of September 14, 1999. 

147 Minimum standards for the Merchant Navy, promulgated by Decree no. 447 as 

of February 7, 1992. 

148 Air pollution, noise and vibration, promulgated by Decree no. 93,413 as of 

October 15, 1986. 

151 Right to Unionize and Labor Relations in Public Administration, promulgated by 

Legislative Decree no. 206 as of June 15, 2010. 

152 Safety and Hygiene of Port Works, promulgated by Decree no. 99,534 as of 

September 19, 1990. 

154 Promotion of collective bargaining, promulgated by Decree no. 1,256, as 

of September 29, 1994. 

155 Safety and health of workers, promulgated by Decree no. 1,254, as of 

September 29, 1994. 
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159 Professional Rehabilitation and Employment to Disabled People, promulgated 

by Decree no. 129 as of May 22, 1991. 

160 Labor statistics (review), promulgated by Decree no. 158 as of July 2, 1991. 

161 Services and Health of workers, promulgated by Decree no. 127 as of May 22, 

1991. 

.162 Safe Use of Asbestos, promulgated by Decree no. 126 as of May 22, 1991. 

163 Welfare of seafarers at sea and in port, promulgated by Decree no. 2,669, as of 

July 15, 1998. 

164 Health Protection and Medical Care for seafarers, promulgated by Decree no. 

2,671, as of July 15, 1998. 

166 Repatriation of Seafarers, promulgated by Decree no. 2,670, as of July 15, 1998. 

167 Convention on the Safety and Health in Construction, promulgated by Decree 

no. 6,271 as of November 22, 2007. 

168 Employment Promotion and Protection against Unemployment, promulgated by 

Decree no. 2,682, as of July 22, 1998. 

169 On Indigenous and Tribal Peoples, promulgated by Decree no. 5,051, as of April 

19, 2004. 

170 Safety at Work with Chemicals, promulgated by Decree no. 2,657, as of July 

3, 1998. 

171 Night Work, promulgated by Decree no. 5,005 as of March 08, 2004. 

174 Convention on the Prevention of Major Industrial Accidents, promulgated by 

Decree no.4,085, as of January 15, 2002. 

176 Convention on safety and health in mines, promulgated by Decree no. 6,270, as 

of November 22, 2007. 

178 Convention Concerning the Inspection of Living Conditions and work of 

seafarers, promulgated by Decree no. 6,766, as of February 10, 2009. 

182 Convention on the Prohibition of the Worst Forms of Child Labour and 

Immediate Action for their Elimination promulgated by Decree no. 3,597, 

as of September 12, 2000. 

185 Convention on the Identity Documents of Seafarers (revised), promulgated by 

Decree no. 389 as of May 22, 2009. 
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APPENDIX 4 - NATIONAL LIST OF FAUNA AND FLORA SPECIES THREATENED WITH 
EXTINCTION 
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National List of Fish and Aquatic Invertebrate Species Threatened with 

Extinction 

 

Scientific Name, Author and Date Popular Name 
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National List of Fish and Aquatic Invertebrate Species Overexploited or 

Threatened of Overexploitation 

Scientific Name, Author and Date Popular Name 
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Alterations included by NORMATIVE INSTRUCTION NO. 52, AS OF NOVEMBER 8, 2005 

*Alteration of scientific name 
**Alteration of name of species 
***Relocated from Appendix I to Appendix II 
**** Excluded from IN  
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Official List of Species of Brazilian Fauna and Fauna Threatened with 

Extinction  

 

Family Species Author State Biome 
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*Presumably extinct in nature 
**Presumably extinct 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


